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PART 1 
1.PROLOGUE   

I have written  this narrative principally for 

the descendents of my late father Lewis 

Francis ôFrankõ Scott who may be 

interested in their family history, so that 

they may know about the Scott family 

from east Donegal, Ireland, and something 

about Frank the man, his personality and 

character traits, some of which might pass 

from generation to generation.  

 

These characteristics are, principally, a love 

of adventure and travel, a sense of fairness 

in all things, a rejection of falseness and 

patronising behaviour, and some quietness 

of a person who minds their own business, 

yet who, from time -to-time, may express a 

deeply held opinion. Basic to all of this is 

an underlying commitment, once made, to 

family. 

 

I also want to pay tribute to Frankõs service 

to his adopted country during World War 

2, so that people might know of the price 

that he paid for becoming an Australian. In 

doing so, I pay tribute to the Sappers of his 

unit, the 2/6
th
 Field Company, who fou ght 

and died beside him, mostly as a lost 

company of Australian Army combat 

engineers, Prisoners of War of the barbaric 

and cruel Japanese in the period 1942 to 

1945. I want their service to be 

acknowledged and appreciated by future 

generations of Australians and not 

carelessly cast aside by uncaring history 

revisionists. 

 

Despite the brutal treatment meted out to 

them, the Sappers remained defiant and 

dignified. They refused to buckle and 

submit, often to the point of death.  

 

At the end of his captivity i n the coal mine 

near Nagasaki, Japan in August 1945, 

Frank was near death but still saying to his 

captors: 

 

NO MATTER WHAT YOU DO TO ME, 

NO MATTER HOW YOU TREAT ME, I 

AM STILL HERE AND WILL NOT GIVE UP! 

 

My father told me little of his upbringing 

and life in Ireland or indeed of his life 

before he was married. It was not until I 

was in my thirties and after he had died 

did I begin to wonder about his life 

experiences in Donegal, England, Western 

Australia, and Darwin and on active 

service with the Australian Army during 

World War 2.  

My interest in things Irish was kindled 

during my childhood at the ôIrish Cornerõ 

of Gipps Street West Tamworth. Frank 

would sit with Harry Attwell and his  

father Ned Attwell (a WW1 Battle of the 

Somme veteran with one artificial leg)  

both from Lisburn in Northern Ireland, and 

with George Blair from Balleybofey in 

Donegal, and philosophise about the 

World in general, and the then ôtroublesõ  

in Ireland in particular.  

In about 1987 at the time of the ôWelcome 

Home Paradeõ for Vietnam War veterans, I 

began to reflect not only on my own 

experiences as a Sapper during the Vietnam 

War, but also on what might have been 

Frankõs experiences as a Sapper during 

WW2.  I really regret not having 

exchanged those experiences with him; no 

doubt we would have performed a lot of 

similar Engineer tasks and got up to similar 

Sapper mischief.  

One thing that I do know is that we shared 

not only an enormous pride in having 

been a Sapper on Active Service, but also 

the great sadness at the loss of comrades 

who fell on the battlefield.  

Perhaps this written account to Frankõs war 

service will in some way help redress 

missed opportunities. 

We both knew the adverse effects that our 

traumatic experiences have had on our 

own families, those effects being common 

within families of many war veterans. 
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I have been fortunate to travel twice with 

my wife Julianne over much of Ireland, 

and particularly to east Donegal, where, 

through research and the kindness of many 

people, I was able to locate the places in 

the beautiful Finn Valley and in New 

Buildings, where Frank spent his childhood 

up until the age of about 14 or 15.  

Julianne also encouraged me to travel to 

Thailand, and the Three Pagodas Pass, and 

we had at that time a most amazing 

journey with my brother Rob and his wife 

Jill, and Rob and I crossed over into 

Burma along the route of the terrible 

Burma-Thailand Death Railway. 

Frank's life experience was based on three 

things: the desire for adventure and 

opportunity, the impact of war, and the 

value of family life.  

Firstly, the desire for adventure and 

opportunity , that is, ôthe Irish roverõ factor. 

Seeking adventure and opportunity has 

characterised the history of people named 

Scott (Latin Scotti ) for centuries, and the 

history of the Scotts in the province of 

Ulster in north Ireland is part of the rich 

but often conflicted history of Ireland over 

many centuries. 

Many say this history can be traced back to  

Irish sea raiders who migrated from Ireland 

to Scotland in the 5th Century AD, and 

who in fact gave Scotland itsõ name.  

The Scotti became intermingled with other 

invaders of the British Isles and the name 

Scott became common on the Anglo-

Scottish border. 

It is thought that Frank's forbears, seeking 

new opportunities, migrated to the 

province of Ulster in north Ireland in the 

1600's or 1700õs as part of the English 

sponsored 'Plantation of Ulster'.  

The earliest Scott of Frankõs line that I have 

a record of is a John Scott, b. 1800, a 

teacher living just north of Donegal Town, 

in charge of a school comprised of Church 

of Ireland, Presbyterian and Roman 

Catholic students.  

Second, the impact of war  on Frank's 

lifelong family relationships (both prior to 

and after marriage) was profound. His 

childhood and early teens were spent in 

the picturesque Welchtown district in east 

Donegal where his fatherõs family had lived 

for many generations, and had a strong 

Irish identity.  

The Easter uprising in Ireland in 1916 led to 

the Anglo-Irish War, followed by the Irish  

Civil War and, in 1922, the Partition of 

Ireland into two parts: The Irish Free State 

(which later became the Republic of 

Ireland) and Northern Ireland (part of the 

UK). All of County Donegal, including the 

predominantly protestant Welchtown, 

formed part of the Free State. 

Frankõs (Church of Ireland) family were 

forced to chose to flee Donegal due to 

intimidation by zealous post-Partition 

republicans known as ôthe raidersõ.  

Like so many other east Donegal 

Protestants, Frankõs family were excluded 

by the Border Commissioners (the British 

Government) from becoming part of 

Northern Ireland at the time of Partition, 

and chose the path of emigration, firstly to 

England.  

My father espoused neither unionist nor 

nationalist ideology, nor sectarianism, and 

especially not any religious bigotry. He 

was just an Irish boy from Donegal. 

He could be described as having an open 

mind and a very humanist outlook, no 

doubt reinforced by his dreadful 

experiences as an Australian Prisoner of 

War of the Japanese, where it was 

necessary for mates, irrespective of politics 

or religion, to support each other in order 

to survive; No Australian prisoner ever 

died alone on the Burma-Thailand 

Railway. 

Frankõs ôIrish roverõ father, Lewis Henry 

Scott, supported unenthusiastically by his 

mother Christina Jane Scott, settled in 

Massachusetts the United States of America  

in the 1930õs, and took up American 

citizenship. Frank chose Australia. 

Abandoning their homeland for the promise of 

a better life across the sea, the ambitious, the 

talented, the optimistic and the restless 

departed.    (from the BBC TV program ôThe 
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History of Scotlandõ, talking about Depression-era 

migration from the  British Isles) 

Leaving his parents and sister Eileen behind 

in England in 1926, Frank, then aged 19, 

set off on his own on the long voyage to 

Australia.  

He never saw his family again. 

 
Liverpool to Fremantle via South Africa:    

P & O steamer SS Berrima on which Frank Scott travelled 

to Australia in 1926     (P&O Ocean Liner Postcards) 

 

Little could he have guessed that after he 

came to Australia, war would again rear 

itsõ ugly head, and that he would be 

caught up in itsõ maelstrom.  

Little could he have imagined that August 

1945 would find him as an Australian 

soldier, prisoner of war and slave-labour in 

a coal mine very near Nagasaki, Japan, 

where a nuclear bomb was detonated.  

The sight of Nagasaki in ruins must have 

seemed like Danteõs Inferno when 

compared to the beauty of the Finn Valley. 

His journey to freedom out of the 

Japanese PoW Camp at Omuta through 

bombed-out Nagasaki would have been 

bitter sweet; His emaciated body was 

wracked with pain and illness ð he had 

tapeworms in his gut and bowel, grit scars 

in his eyes and was suffering with chronic 

sinusitis; his spine was twisted and bent 

from daily bashings from the Japanese and 

Korean guards. But he was leaving that 

God-forsaken place. 

He told Mavis that towards the end at 

Omuta Camp 17 he sometimes thought 

about giving up, but, having already 

endured 3 ½   years of brutality, 

starvation, torture and degradation, he just 

kept on going.  

Putting aside this Irish stubbornness and 

Australian outback toughness, his 

imprisonment must have felt something 

like being in exile from Australia: 

 

... You shall leave everything you love most: 

this is the arrow that the bow of exile shoots 

first. 

 

You are to know the bitter taste of others 

bread, how salty it is, and know how hard a 

path it is for one who goes ascending and 

descending othersõ stairs .... 

Dante, In Paradiso XVII 

 

 

Third, Family Life: Frank and Mavis were 

married in 1946 in what was then 

considered ôlater in lifeõ ð he 39, she 34. 

Their marriage of thirty six years was 

sound, although sometimes very bumpy, 

mainly due to the enduring physical and 

mental impacts of Frankõs harsh treatment 

by the Japanese, and to Mavisõ somewhat 

Victorian upbringing.  

Yet they were good parents and did all 

they could to create a good family life.  

In their later years they found security and 

contentment in their home in West 

Tamworth.  
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2.COUNTY  DONEGAL   1600s 

to early 1900s 

MAPS OF IRELAND 

ôToo many maps are never enoughõ PR Scott 

 

¶ Map 1: Ireland and Great Britain 

 

¶ Map2: North Ireland  

 

¶ Map 3: East Donegal and surrounds with 

New Buildings, St Johnston, Lifford, 

Welchtown and Cloghan circled. Northern 

Ireland is east of the yellow line 

 

 

 

FRANKS CHILDHOOD IN IRELAND 1907 

to 1921/22 

Frank left small pieces of oral history for 

his family, but nothing detailed, and for 

that reason it has taken me over a decade 

to piece together some facts about where 

they lived, and to gain some 

understanding of the Irish social and 

political situation of that time.  

New Buildings, his birthplace    1n 1997, 

my brother John Lewis Scott was the first 

of Frankõs sons to visit Ireland, and he 

obtained the following extract of his birth 

particulars from Irish Government Births 

Records. 

The village of New Buildings (in Northern 

Ireland) is located just outside of the City 

of Derry/Londonderry* in the district 

known as Waterside Rural, and is circled 

on Map 3.  

*Note: I have learned that most Finn 

Valley people historically, irrespective of 

affiliations, use the name Derry, so I will 

continue that convention. 

It was here that Frankõs father Lewis Henry 

Scott (a native of the Finn Valley in nearby 

County Donegal, d. 12 June 1944 aged 72 

at Winchendon, Massachusetts USA) had 

been the Stationmaster on the since closed-

down County Donegal Railway, and it was 

here that Lewis Henry met and married 

Christina Jane Parke (Granny Scott b. 25 

Sept 1876 d. 21 Nov 1968 Aylesbury, 

England), the niece of William Blackburn 

Nixon, the owner of a nearby grocery and 

liquor store. 

Christinaõs father Joseph Parke was a 

boatman on the nearby River Foyle, and 

would have rowed people from New 

Buildings to the village of St Johnston on 

the western side of the river. Joseph was 

drowned in the River Foyle about 1885.  
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County Donegal narrow gauge locomotive 

 

New Buildings Railway Station now demolished and 

replaced by housing (very reminiscent of the former 

railway station at Mavisõ home village of Nemingha, 

near Tamworth,New South Wales) 

 

 

 

WELCHTOWN, his home 

In 1903, before Frank was born, his 

grandfather William Hamilton Scott 

(b.1840), passed away, and his 

grandmother asked her son Lewis Henry 

Scott to leave New Buildings and return 

home to Welchtown on the River Finn, 

County Donegal, to take over the family 

business, a spirit grocer (liquor) store. 

 

The old school in Welchtow n was opened as a 

National School on the 1st April 1867. This was a 

one-roomed building and a second room was added 

in 1911. It remained the primary National School for 

the Church of Ireland population until 1962. (source 

Glenfin.com) The remnant foundation s of this 

school were still evident (2011) just up the hill from 

the former Scott house, and it is probable that John 

Scott* (Frankõs great-grandfather) William Hamilton 

Scott, Lewis Henry Scott and  Mary Anna Scott (later 

Mrs Francis Guy) were all teachers here.  

 

1911 Ireland Census at Welchtown showing 

Catherine (not Christina) Scott, daughter Nora Eileen 

and son Lewis Francis. Father Lewis Henry absent on 

Census night ð see below. Why Christina showed 

and signed her name Catherine at that time is a 

mystery. 

 

1911 Ireland Census at the Hotel at Rossnowlagh, 

including Lewis Henry Scott 

http://www.flickr.com/x/t/0097009/photos/50576141@N03/9639988678/


8 | P a g e 
 

 

        Eileen, Christina and Frank Scott c.1912 

 

 

The banks of the Finn near the Salmon Leap 

 Photo: Peter Scott 2011 

 

The former Scott home at Welchtown, side view   

Photo Julianne Scott 2011 

 

Peter Scott standing at the front of the former Scott 

house in Welchtown with local farmer Mr Jim Kee.     

Photo Julianne Scott 2011 

 

 

Finn Valley landscape   Photo Peter Scott 2011 

 

THE PRIOR SCHOOL, LIFFORD 

1879 -1971 

Lifford is a small town on the western side 

of the River Foyle, just inside the Republic 

of Ireland. Strabane is its twin town, on 

the Northern Ireland side, over the 

connecting Lifford steel Bridge. 

Frankõs early schooling was at the 

privately -run Prior School, and he 

probably would have travelled there each 

day by train on the Donegal Railway, from 

the former Glenmore Railway Station near 

Welchtown. On closure, the School was 

sold to the Irish Government and was until 

2009 a barracks of the Irish Army. 

Peter and Julianne visited the old 

School/barracks in 2004 and were made 

very welcome by the Irish Armyõs Provost 

Sgt Brian McGlinchy, who had served 

alongside Australian soldiers on 

peacekeeping missions in Europe. 
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Welcome to the old Prior School, Liffo rd, 2004, 

then an Irish Army Barracks,   by Sgt. Brian 

McGlinchy, Irish Army      

 

 
Plaque: The Prior School 1879-1971 

 

 
Front Façade of the former Prior School 

 

 

 

 

Rear of an old classroom    

Photo:  SGT Brian McGlinchy, Irish Army 

 

ROSSNOWLAGH is a coastal holiday 

village in south Donegal, where the Scott 

family took seaside holidays. It was here, 

and in the River Finn, where Frank gained 

his love of fishing. 

 

Donkeys on the Strand (beach) at Rossnowlagh. 

Painting in the Rossnowlagh Hotel 2011 

 

They would have travelled down on the 

train, alighting at Rossnowlagh station. 

Their friends from the Kee family lived one 

stop shorter at Ballintra. 

 

Above A photo on display at the current 

Rossnowlagh hotel showing the long demolished 
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original hotel ( where Lewis Henry Scott stayed on 

Census night 1911) top right hand (largest) building. 

 

Rossnowlagh has in recent decades been a 

popular surfing beach and the Hotel boasts 

an informal ôSurfers Barõ. 

 

A Century later: Present Day Rossnowlagh Hotel   

photo : Peter Scott 2011   

 

 

Surfers at Rossnowlagh present day 

 

Wild swans in wetlands behind the dunes 

Rossnowlagh    Photo: Peter Scott 2011 

 

 

 

 

The ôRiver Finnõ Photograph c. 1920. My first 

major clue to the geographic location of the 

Scottõs home in Donegal was a small black and 

white photograph in the family album kept by 

Mavis, titled òRiver Finn Co. Donegaló, 

thought to be c. 1920, with a pencil note on 

the back saying ôNear Salmon Leap Cloghanó. 

The village of Cloghan is located in the Finn 

Valley on the road north from the town of 

Balleybofey, and just north of Welchtown.  

 

Above Scott family photo c. 1920.   Peter and 

Julianne located the exact site that this photo was 

taken, during their first visit to Ireland in 2004.     

 

Peter Scott (arms raised) in 2006 standing on the 

same rock as in the 1920s photo 
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3.A TIME OF CHANGE . 

IRELAND AFTER THE EASTER 

UPRISING. 

Much of Irish history is open to 

interpretation, depending on perspective. 

For an Australian with no preconceptions 

and not much knowledge to gain a 

balanced perspective, a lot of reading is 

required, and from a wide range of 

sources. Search of internet pages will 

quickly reveal many journal articles and 

blogs, some of them quite polarised 

towards either end of the republican - 

unionist divide. 

I am grateful to Dr Andy Bielenberg, 

School of History, University College, 

Cork, Ireland, for responding to my 

requests for information about the 1920 -

1922 history of Donegal, and providing a 

wide range of readings, including his own 

academic perspective: 

Abstract of a paper presented by Dr 

Bielenberg 26 May 2011 ôExodus: the 

emigration of southern Irish Protestants 

during the Irish War of Independence and 

the Civil Warõ 

The mass mobilisation of revolutionary 

nationalism and regime change across 

Europe during and after the First World 

War, led to communal divisions, 

revolutionary violence, and for a number 

of ethnic minorities defeat and emigration 

from a host of emerging nation states. The 

southern Irish Protestant minorities were 

not exceptional in these respects, 

experiencing a population fall from 

327,179 in 1911 to 220,723 in 1926; this 

fall was the equivalent of almost 33% of 

the 1911 minority population compared to 

a Catholic contraction of just 2%. The 

scale of this fall is generally recognised by 

historians, but the causes remain unclear. 

The longer than usual gap between the 

census years in question, and the major 

historical events which took place in the 

intervening years further complicate the 

picture. The issue which was and remains 

most contentious in the historiography is 

the portion of this exodus which was 

ôforcedõ. This paper attempts to provide a 

coherent overview of all the causal factors 

driving Protestant emigration, including 

the impact of British military withdrawal, 

agrarianism and land reform, revolutionary 

violence and regular economic migration. 

Following an assessment of a wide 

spectrum of factors (including estimates of 

their respective magnitudes) the paper 

concludes that revolutionary terror 

accounted for a relatively small share of 

total Protestant departures. 

 

SOME HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Ireland was one of Englandõs first colonies, 

having been under some control as far 

back as the 1100õs. The English had a 

particularly difficult job in ruling the 

rebellious Irish in the northern part of the 

country, the Province of Ulster. To 

increase their control, they sent Protestant 

English and Scots to settle in this area and 

simply take over land by force from  the 

Irish. This immigration or òPlantation of 

Irelandó proved very effective for the 

English at the time, and by 1703, less than 

five per cent of the land of Ulster was still 

in the hands of the Roman Catholic Irish. 

In 1801, the Act of Union made Ireland a 

part of the United Kingdom. Roman 

Catholic people were suppressed through 

discriminatory laws and regulations, and 

they started several uprisings which were 

swiftly crushed by the police and the 

British Army. 

After the republican Easter Uprising in 

1916, there followed a period of guerrilla 

war ð the Anglo-Irish War, or War of 

Independence (as depicted in the movie 

Michael Collins). In 1921 an agreement 

about Irish independence was reached 

between the republicans and the English. 

The main provision of the  Treaty was that 

six counties in the north (Ulster) were to 

remain in the union with Great Britain. 

The majority of people in the north were 

Protestant and wanted to keep the bond 

with Britain.  
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In Ireland this provision stirred strong 

feelings, and disagreement over the Treaty 

threw the country into a civil war between 

pro-Treaty, or Irish Free State forces, led 

by Michael Collins, and anti-Treaty forces 

led by Eamon de Valera.  The Pro-treaty 

forces prevailed, but Collins was shot dead 

in an ambush by anti-treaty forces, 

whether by design or accident, at Béal na 

Bláth, an isolated crossroads in West Cork. 

With friends Gary and Diana OõKeeffe we 

visited both the GPO in Dublin where the 

republic was proclaimed in 1916, and the 

ambush site at Béal na Bláth. At both 

places I felt a strong Irish identity. 

 

 

General Michael Collins in Irish Free State Army 

Uniform  

 

Eamon de Valera, political leader of the anti-treaty 

forces. Later President of the Irish Republic. 

De Valera is said to have declared in 1966: 

"It is my considered opinion that in the 

fullness of time history will record the 

greatness of Michael Collins; and it will be 

recorded at my expense" 

The remaining three of the nine Counties 

of Ulster, including Donegal, became part 

of the Irish Free State, but it took some 

time to re -establish consistent law and 

order after the British left. During this 

period many of the òProtestant 

Ascendancyó òBig Housesó  or manor 

houses, were burned to the ground by 

republicans either as reprisals for past 

subjugation by the British landlords, or as 

just as flexing of their new-found 

independence.  

In the border counties such as Donegal 

there were many instances of Protestants 

being intimidated by more extreme 

neighbours and groups, most notably the 

I.R.A.  

 

It has been difficult to find out exactly 

what happened to the Scotts in 

Welchtown in 1921/22, but Granny Scottõs 

version, via Margaret Ruthõs William 

Nixon Report, was that òthe IRA forced 

them to leave in hasteó. 

Oral history from the late Neil Clark 

(Frankõs nephew) tells how ôthe raidersõ 

came into the Scott home and tried to get 

Frank to join t he IRA (he had apparently 

been friends with a number of ôrepublican 

boysõ) and when his family refused, they 

tied up his donkey with barbed wire, 

saying that Frank would be next to receive 

that treatment. Frank would have been 

about 14 or 15 years of age at the time. 

 

Frank told his wife Mavis that his family 

had always enjoyed good relations with 

Roman Catholic people in the Valley, and I 

can imagine that the Scottõs ôspirit grocerõ 

business would have facilitated some lively 

drinking and music ôsessionsõ, and Irish 

dancing. The ôbarbed wireõ incident would 

therefore have been both surprising and 

alarming. 

 

4.THE FLIGHT FROM IRELAND 

 

The intimidation by ôthe raidersõ was said 

to have alarmed Granny Scott to such an 

extent that she/they decided to abandon 

their Welchtown home and business, take 

flight to England then emigrate to America, 

where Grandfather Scottõs brother (Frankõs 

Uncle) Louis Scott De Burgh (born William 

Scott but changed his name in America) 

had emigrated a quarter of a century 

earlier.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%C3%A9al_na_Bl%C3%A1th
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%C3%A9al_na_Bl%C3%A1th
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%C3%A9al_na_Bl%C3%A1th
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=iZXPYppjXb-AKM&tbnid=8-gxDQB_Y6igMM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://todayinirishhistory.com/2012/08/22/the-death-of-michael-collins-on-this-day-in-irish-history/&ei=kqgqUuONA4XZkgWj0oEo&psig=AFQjCNGcZCDNy15rBIewIl4fOlFv5tAseA&ust=1378613778149162
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.kingsacademy.com/mhodges/09_Biography/de-valera.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.kingsacademy.com/mhodges/09_Biography/09c_Movers/20th-1st.htm&h=218&w=179&sz=12&tbnid=7DX-LrWE0Rd3iM:&tbnh=86&tbnw=71&zoom=1&usg=__wdjeAfiXE34Rb3Uh0tbMYT-7Gtc=&docid=5Zer-OXmqRsDkM&sa=X&ei=ZqkqUuehIIuikgX704H4AQ&sqi=2&ved=0CGUQ9QEwEg&dur=10599
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The victory of the pro -Treaty side in the 

Civil War led to the restoration of order in 

the Free State, and the suppression of 

direct attacks on Protestants. In fact the 

new Government worked hard to keep the 

Protestants in the Free State.  

 

 

5.  IN ENGLAND 1922-1926 

It is possible that the Scott family received 

some British Government assistance to re-

settle in England, and they chose the 

market town of Aylesbury, just north of 

London in Buckinghamshire, one of the 

Home Counties. 

Frank apparently continued his education 

at the Aylesbury Grammar School but left 

about the age of 15-16. His ôclassical 

educationõ as a young man showed in his 

later life and he was, for example, able to 

talk to us about the meaning of Latin and 

Greek words, and engage in philosophical 

discussions. 

Grandfather (Lewis Henry) Scott 

apparently opened a shop in Aylesbury 

under the name ôScott and Sonõ, and 

Cousin Ruth tells me that Granny Scott ran 

the ôPost Office at the top of Walton Street 

(part of the same shop?) 

After he left school, Frank was not keen to 

join the family business, and went to work 

in a bicycle and motor bike garage in 

Folkestone, south-east of London near 

Dover. 

It would have been there that he learned 

to ride and maintain a motor bike, a skill 

that would later stand him in good stead 

in the North African Desert in 1941, when 

the Australian Army was looking for 

despatch riders. 

   

Frank Scott aged about 17-18 years, on his Ariel 

Motorcycle c.1925-26 

Uppings Farm, Aylesbury. Frankõs sister 

Eileen married in 1926 to a farmer, 

Bertram Clark from Uppings Farm, north 

of Aylesbury on the Buckingham Road, 

Weedon. They had three children: 

Christine, Neil and Ruth ð our Cousins. 

 

      

 

 Uppings Farm 2011              photo: Peter Scott 

Granny Scott came back to Uppings farm 

to live out her remaining days until she 

died in 1968. The following poem  of hers 

is reproduced from a letter she wrote in 

January 1965, to her grandson John Scott.  
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ON SEEING A SCARLET TANAGER FOR 

THE FIRST TIME 

By Christina Jane Scott 

 

 

 

Today, upon my vision,  

There flashed a lovely thing, 

A brilliant scarlet tanager, 

With purple on its wing,  

And, looking on its beauty,  

In rapture there I stood, 

And wondered how it happened here,  

This gay and gorgeous bird 

                 II         

Perhaps, it was a feather, 

Dropped from an angelõs wing, 

And on its journey earthward,  

Became a lovely thing, 

Perhaps He dropped it gently, 

That, we might glimpse a fairer vision  

Of what is yet to be  

                 III 

The Springtimeõs full of beauty 

Clothing the hills & plains 

With verdure and with flowers  

Clothing the country lanes 

But sweeter far than anything, 

That Spring can ever bring, 

Is a brilliant Scarlet Tanager 

With purple on its wing  

 

 

This interest in birds continued in Frank 

Scott and his son Robert with their 

various budgerigars and finches in their 

Gipps Street aviary. Rob continues with 

a great fascination with and love of 

birds in the wild .  

 
 
 
 
 

THE MYSTERIOUS MR (and ôReverendó 

and òDoctoró) WILLIAM SCOTT 

DeBURGH 

 

 
(Source: Stephen Lyons) 

 
Thanks to the amazing detective work of 

my Irish American cousin Stephen Lyons of 

Boston, Massachusetts, I have learned that 

my Grandfather Lewis Henry Scott had an 

older brother  William J Scott (1868 ð 

1949), my fatherõs uncle. 

 

William Scott emigrated to America in the 

late 1800õs and took the alias Louis Scott 

DeBurgh. He served as US Marine Private 

in the Spanish ð American War of 1898. US 

military records confirm the alias and the 

fact that in later life he received a military 

pension.  

 

As Mr  DeBurgh, he worked as a postal 

official and sometime ôitinerantõ Methodist 

Minister at St Louis, Missouri, on the banks 

of the Mississippi River. Later, as the 

Reverend Louis Scott DeBurgh he fell out 

with the Church Board after renouncing 

Methodism as òôto emotional and 

lachrymoseó and saying that Methodists 

òshould be permitted to smoke, drink 

wine, dance, go to theatres, play cards and 

attend Sunday baseball gamesó. (St Louis 

Post-Despatch  31 March 1913). 

 
Louis Scott DeBurgh was obviously 

somewhat of a character that never let the 
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truth get in the way of a good story. He 

re-invented himself in America as ôa 

graduate of the University of Glasgow and 

having been educated for the Presbyterian 

ministryõ. This, as pointed out by Stephen 

Lyons, can now be seen as ôa lot of 

malarkeyõ; especially as in his statements in 

the local St Louis newspaper he references 

people and events in Scotland when they 

were obviously from Welchtown, Ireland ð 

Mary Leeper, Mary Ann Scott (his sister), 

Miss McCready and the two Misses Keeõ.  

 

From numerous newspaper reports in St. 

Louis, I read between the lines that he left 

home after a disagreement with his father, 

and cut ties with his family in Ireland. Still, 

I wonder if there was any contact between 

him and his younger brother (my 

Grandfather) Lewis Henry Scott who 

arrived in Boston in the 1930s. 

 

In 1936 he pops up again, this time in 

Florida, claiming to be òDr DeBurgh, 

political activist and Doctor of Literature 

from Glasgow Universityõ. 

 

In later working life he fell on hard times 

after being accused of stealing from the US 

Postal Service, proffering the defence that 

his salary was insufficient to support his 

whiskey drinking. 

 

He died in Los Angeles, California in 1949 

and is interred in the Jefferson Barracks 

National Cemetery, St Louis, MO., along 

with his sons William Scott Deburgh (US 

Army W W2 Infantry Sergeant killed in 

action in Belgium 1945, possibly in the 

Battle of the Bulge) and Louis Scott 

Deburgh Jnr ( ex US Navy). 

 

There is some sadness in the fact that first 

cousins William Scott DeBurgh and Lewis 

Frank Scott were, probably unbeknown to 

each other, fighting the forces of Fascism in 

Europe and Militarism in Asia.  William 

gave his life, Frank suffered torture of 

body and mind.  

 

Despite the best efforts of the amazing 

Stephen Lyons, no descendants of William 

Scott DeBurgh can be found in America. 

 
 
De BURGH Graves 

Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, St Louis, 

Missouri, USA 

 (my great uncle and second cousins) 
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6. EMMIGRATION TO 

AUSTRALIA  1926 

A search of the National Archives of 

Australia reveals that Frank Scott arrived in 

Fremantle on 15th August 1927 on the 

P&O liner SS Berrima. He shows his 

occupation as ôfarm workerõ (an 

occupation which attracted a free passage) 

 

 

 

 

 

Why he left the ship at Fremantle rather 

than go on to Melbourne or Sydney, is 

unknown. Mavis said that, because of his 

Grammar School education, he had a 

written introduction to the Melbourne Age 

Newspaper, with a view to becoming a 

cadet reporter. Perhaps he was attracted to 

the romance of the Western Australian 

outback and the prospect of making his 

fortune goldmining.  

 

 

 

7. THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

YEARS  

 

Farm Work in the Esperance District.  

Frank told John Scott that he spent his 21
st
 

Birthday (28
th
 June 1928, the year after his 

arrival) ploughing on a farm in the coastal 

Esperance District, 750 km south ðeast of 

Perth.   

Farming would have been tough during 

the hard times of the Depression in 1928  

 

Life in the Outback: The Murchison 

Goldfields 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=map+of+south+western+australia&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=6E8VaYeB0uKpRM&tbnid=AT95RmA5xVTcFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ca.com.au/~cabell/b.htm&ei=5HQtUqk6hLWSBdbfgbgM&bvm=bv.51773540,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNHZEpi_R0tB3twlqaRLPwCMHtJcZA&ust=1378797120054716
http://www.staywa.net.au/img/maps/AGO_map.gif
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It is not known exactly when or where 

Frank was involved in gold mining, as the 

only comments he ever to us were that it 

was in the Murchison Goldfields, and that 

you could see the night sky and stars 

during the daytime by looking up the 

vertical shaft from deep underground; and 

it was dreadfully hot over the summer 

months. 

Daytime temperatures in this region for the 

month of January average over 38°C or 

100°F. 

As to when he was there, it would have 

probably been after his farming days at 

Esperance, a time when farmers began to 

walk off their farms due to the Great 

Depression. 

So, we can guess that Frank moved north 

to the goldfields late 1920õs / early 1930õs, 

probably passing through Perth.  He 

obviously never made his fortune mining 

for gold, but he never wo uld have 

envisaged that he would go underground 

again a decade or so later, this time 

unwillingly as slave labour digging coal in 

Baron Mitsuiõs freezing cold coal mine near 

Nagasaki, Japan. What a contrast. 

 

 

      Entrance to an abandoned gold mine 

 

Yellow paper daisies bloom in August among the 

Mulga trees.  

 

Aboriginal Rock Paintings Murchison District 

 

Northwards to Darwin  

As he travelled north, Frank variously took 

up other activities including fishing at 

Broome and Carnarvon (where, as he 

often said, ôa galloping horse could not 

beat the incoming tideõ), and contract 

work on large agricultural holdings such as 

Victoria River Downs.  

 

Early days in Broome 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=yellow+paper+daiseys+Western+Australia++images&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=yellow+paper+daiseys+western+australia+images&sc=0-0&sp=-1&sk=
http://www.broomeandthekimberley.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Sheba_Lane.jpg
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Carnarvon One Mile Jetty was used as a deep sea 

port until the 1980s. 

 

Kimberly landscape 

 

 

The Kimberley coastal cliffs clearly show the rise and 

fall of the areasõ famous 12 metre tides (Tim 

Bowden) 

 

The most defining characteristic of the 

Pilbara and Kimberley regions of Western 

Australia where Frank spent many years 

have always been their remote and 

desolate nature. 

It is ôbig skyõ country, full of not only 

magnificent beauty but also hazardous 

conditions for  the unwary and 

unprepared. Self reliance is absolutely 

essential. 

It is a place where people can be whatever 

they want to be. It was a place in the 

1930s where people could leave behind 

the conflict of Europe.  

Primarily, it was and still is Indigenous 

Country. 

 

These superb Aboriginal Wandjina paintings on the 

roof of a cave behind Raft Point on the Kimberley 

Coast (Tim Bowden) 

 

Frank had great respect for indigenous 

Australians, and talked to me about sitting 

around campfires with tribal people in the 

bush in Western Australia in the 1930s. I 

share that respect and remember my late 

Sapper mate Bob ôButchõ Marden and 

other indigenous Sappers who served in 

the Vietnam War. 

 

 

òVincent Lingiari, I solemnly hand to you these 

deeds as proof, in Australian law, that these lands 

belong to the Gurindji people and I put into your 

hands part of the earth itself as a sign that this land 

will be the possession of you and your children 

forever.ó 

φGough Whitlam, Northern Territory,  August 1975  

 

 

 

 

http://izquotes.com/quote/277930
http://izquotes.com/quote/277930
http://izquotes.com/quote/277930
http://izquotes.com/quote/277930
http://izquotes.com/quote/277930
http://izquotes.com/quote/277930
http://izquotes.com/author/gough-whitlam
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=7CWNPiJ8o13hOM&tbnid=ctDlRPQUszjRuM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.flickr.com/photos/garry61/8475000775/&ei=zY2mUpbNJIa5kgWUhYHoAQ&bvm=bv.57799294,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNHDo_ARCN6MCetnS4bFK9IVm4Ab5g&ust=1386733357886062
http://www.timbowden.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/07-Kimberley-Tides.jpg
http://www.timbowden.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/10-Wandjinas-Raft-Point-Cave-copy.jpg
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://pigsarms.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/vincent-lingiari-and-gough-whitlam-data.jpg&imgrefurl=http://pigsarms.com.au/2014/10/21/gough-whitlam-the-greatest-australian-prime-minister/&h=339&w=500&tbnid=p64ttYpkTyVOWM:&zoom=1&docid=LNRhiH7JB781KM&ei=NusLVcWuIZSC8gWV4YFY&tbm=isch&ved=0CCYQMygKMAo
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8. DARWIN AROUND 1940  

 

Cavenagh Street, Darwin, late 1930õs 

 

During his time in Darwin, Frank worked 

as a Field Hand (chainman) for a Surveyor 

Dick Tidy, and also as a ôpowdermonkeyõ 

using explosives in the construction of the 

Manton water supply dam. Possession of 

these skills undoubtedly marked him out 

for the Corps of the Royal Australian 

Engineers when he volunteered for Army 

service in 1940. 

 

MANTON DAM PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

Manton Dam wall under construction  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manton Dam forms part of the traditional lands of 

the Larrakia Aboriginal people. Its local landscape, 

wildlife and native plants supported their way of life 

over thousands of years. 
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It was built to not only  meet the needs of Darwinõs 

growing civilian population, but an increased 

military presence as the threat of war drew closer. In 

particular, the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) called 

for a reliable water supply for its fleet as did the 

Royal Navy and as it was agreed that the existing, 

limited water supply needed to be expanded, this 

was achieved with funding from the RAN. 

Construction of the dam and the pipeline to Darwin 

started in 1938. 

 

During construction numerous industrial disputes 

(organised by the North Australian Workers Union) 

caused the financial collapse of the contractor 

(Manton Construction Pty Ltd) and there was 

increasing tension between the defence forces and 

the civilian administration, mainly over prioritising 

water supplies between the military and civilians. 

 

It was in Darwin that Frank met and 

became good mates with James (ôJimmyõ 

or ôScottieõ) Russell, also known in the 

Army as ôthe little blokeõ. Jimmy was a 

small wiry Scotsman, and like many 

Depression - era emigrants from ôThe 

Clydeó near Glasgow. 

They joined the Australian Army together 

on 15
th
 June 1940, and were allocated 

consecutive Army numbers, Frank DX561 

and Jimmy DX562. The DX prefix denoted 

that they joined up in Darwin.  

Sapper James Russell was to die a Prisoner 

of the Japanese on 21
st
 September 1943 at 

Kilo 100 camp at Anganan, just north of 

the Burma/Thailand border at Three 

Pagoda Pass. He was buried there in the 

POW graveyard by his Sapper mates 

including Frank Scott. His body was 

recovered after the War, and he now lies 

in the Commonwealth War Graves 

Cemetery at Thanbyuzayat, 65 Km from 

Moulmein in Burma (Myanmar).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Three Pagodas (Dan Chedi Sam Ong) on the 

Thai border with Myanmar (Burma)      Photo: Peter 

Scott 2006 

 

A long way from Darwin, and a very long 

way from Ingleburn.  
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PART 2 

9. AUSTRALIA IN 1940: 

JOINING THE SECOND 

AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE 

(2
nd

AIF) 

 

LG McPherson One in - all in 1939-1942 

[Lithograph 50.8 x 63.2cm. AWM V6766]  

 

PROLOGUE: My purpose in this part is to 

record some of the ôadventuresõ of my 

father Frank Scott and his Company of 

Sappers in the 2/6
th 

Field Company, Royal 

Australian Engineers, 7
th
 Australian 

Division, in the Middle East and North 

Africa Desert Wars, then when they 

became ôthe lost Company of Sappersõ in 

Japanese captivity for 3 ½ years. 

 

 

THE PURPLE DIAMOND: THE COLOUR PATCH 

OF THE SEVENTH DIVISION ENGINEERS 

 

The material contained in the following 

sections relating to Frankõs  war service is 

not a comprehensive nor complete 

account of the history of  either the 2/6
th
 

Field Company, Royal Australian 

Engineers, or the 7
th
 Division Engineers at 

War, but hopefully gives a good précis of 

their service.  

 

For the more complete story of the 2/6
th
 

Field Company, you should read ôSappers 

of the Silent Seventhõ and ôThe Gap is 

Bridgedõ, told by the men themselves. 

Quotations from these two publications 

are reproduced with the kind permission 

of the Seventh Division Engineers 

Association. 

 

There were a number of books written  

post WW2 by returned Australian 

servicemen and women, and many more 

have been written since by academics and 

the descendents of those who served, and 

many of these are available through local 

libraries. 

I hope that my extended family, and 

others who read this, might understand 

that Australian Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen 

and Nurses who served overseas in World 

War 2, helped firstly defeat 20
th
 Century 

Italian, French and Nazi German fascism in 

Europe, then Japanese military aggression 

and atrocity in Asia.  

 

I do not seek to demonise the behaviour 

of the Japanese leading up to, and during 

WW2, for they did that for themselves. As 

University of Oxford historian Professor 

Rana Mitter has said, the victory over  

Japan by allied forces, including China, 

was a titanic struggle against one of the 

darkest forces that history has ever 

produced. That fact, however much an 

inconvenient truth,  should never be 

forgotten . 

 

In order to protect people of peace and to 

stop aggression, it sometimes becomes 

necessary to take up arms against the 

aggressor.  

 

Freedom is the sure possession of those 

alone who have the courage to defend it. 

Pericles  495-429 BC 

 

I give some account the hardship, sacrifice, 

degradation and humiliation  that Frank 

and his fellow captives endured at the 

hands of their Japanese captors, the 

dreadful treatment and torture that 

resulted in countless thousands of deaths, 

and that thousands more survivors 

returning home physically and mentally 

damaged for the remainder of their often 

shortened lives.  

 

 

For tho se fortunate to return home , the 

qualities of courage, endurance and the 

will to survive , together with a certain 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ww2australia.gov.au/wardeclared/images/onein.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ww2australia.gov.au/wardeclared/&h=200&w=250&tbnid=UtK0olbwqL4ZPM:&zoom=1&docid=lZfeEoc1GVXU5M&hl=en&ei=0YRZVIbKLYnl8gWasoGYAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CGoQMyhDMEM&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1787&page=5&start=66&ndsp=15
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amount of good fortune,  overcame horror 

and despair.  

The Australians who  returned home were 

told by their politicians to forget about 

their experiences, and in their silence gave 

a lie to ôlest we forgetõ. 

 

The comradeship among the former 

POWs, born of determination to survive 

that came out of horror and despair, was 

sometimes more important than family, 

and families had little chance of 

understanding that. 

 

Richard Flanagan has coined the 

description òChildren of the Railwayó for 

those of us whose parents where the 

POWs, and it was not until I heard this  

description that I realised that I was not 

alone, and I am only one of those Children 

of the Railway. 

 

Another of the ôChildren of the Railwayõ 

was Paul Jenner, who, with Peter Dunn, 

was a childhood friend from caving and 

bushwalking in the Scouts, and whose 

father Eric Jenner was an 8
th
 Division 

POW. 

 

I urge readers to be wary of so -called 

historians, often self styled and self 

promoting, who would diminish the 

service of Australian men and women who 

were Prisoners of War during World War 

2. 

 

Yes, they are out there, and some have 

even served in the ADF, mainly in support 

or peacekeeping roles, and often 

pretentiously cling to their for mer rank 

long after they retire. They have never 

experienced the shit, the piss and the filth 

that is war and that no combat soldier 

would wish on anyone.  

 

Then there are the apologists for, and 

denialists of, Japanese WW2 behaviour, 

both in Japan and Australia. 

 

In Japan, the ultra-nationalist and Japanese 

racial supremacist Yuko Tojo 1939-2013 

(granddaughter of General Hideki Tojo ), 

dismissed Japanese acts of aggression and 

brutality during WW2 as "purely US 

propaganda", designed to "smear the 

glorious reputation of the proud and 

honourable Japanese warrior raceó.  

There are even current reports (2015) that 

more than 10,000 people are suing Japanõs 

leading liberal newspaper over stories on 

Tokyoõs system of wartime sex slavery, 

which they say have stained their 

reputation as Japanese nationals.  

ñThe move is the latest salvo in the battle over 

Japanôs history, which pits a revisionist right wing 

against a mainstream that accepts the countryôs 

guilt over World War II atrocities. 

The group, led by Sophia University professor 

emeritus Shoichi Watanabe, is demanding 10,000 

yen ($107) in symbolic compensation each, 

describing themselves as ñJapanese citizens whose 

honour and credibility were damaged by the false 

reports made by the Asahi Shimbunò. 

They argue that Asahi reports on the ñcomfort 

women have imposed indescribable humiliation not 

only on former soldiers but also on honourable 

Japanese citizens ... who are labeled as descendants 

of gang rapists.ò 

Up to 200,000 women, many from Korea but also 

from China, Indonesia, The Philippines and 

Taiwan, served soldiers in military brothels called 
ñcomfort stationsò. Most agree the women were -

coerced by the regime of Hideki Tojo. The Right 

says they were common prostitutes.ò 

AFP/The Australian 28 January 2015 

Itõs a pity that history revisionists such as 

professor Watanabe havenõt carried out 

original research including the personal 

accounts of the so-called ôcomfort 

womenõ, or looked at other sources 

including Robbieõs account of a Japanese 

ôcomfort womenõ train coming along the 

Railway in Burma. 

It seems that the majority of younger 

Japanese are unaware of Japanõs 

aggression and atrocities during WW2, as 

that dark part of that Countryõs history is 

conveniently not taught in itsõ schools.  
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Most of the ex-POWs have now passed 

on, but their word s remain to give witness 

to the truth, and express their feelings. 

In One Fourteenth of an Elephant (2003), 

former POW Ian Denys Peek talks about 

continuing Japanese indifference to 

acknowledging the immense brutality, 

barbaric savagery, suffering and death they 

inflicted on Asia during their period of 

militarism.  

Peek says that, because it is impossibly 

difficult for the Japanese to pronounce the 

word ôapologyõ,  òthere is a need to 

remind the rest of the World  é. that there 

is undeniable evidence of what actually 

happened é. methodical programs of 

massacre, rape, torture, looting and 

repressionõ.  

I totally agree. 

In Australia, there are people who rail 

against the horror that was the atomic 

bombs of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, yet do 

not have a clue that the atomic bombs fell 

near Australian prisoners including Mick 

Flynn and Frank Scott who, towards the 

end of the War, had been transported like 

cattle to Japan itself, to work as slaves of 

the ôSon of Heavenõ and were being 

treated like wild animals.  

 

These peace activists wo uld be the first to 

demand protection should Australia be 

again threatened by brutal military force. 

They are easily recognised by their self-

righteousness. 

 

Among the Japanese military there were 

certainly a few decent men, and those that 

the 2/6
th
 came across are mentioned 

herein. 

 

Among the POWs there were also allied 

forces men of appalling character such as 

the ôrice trading kingõ, the American Ted 

Lewin, who  thrived on the misfortune of 

others in Omuta Camp 17 (Gavin Dawes, 

Prisoners of the Japanese, 1994) as 

mentioned towards the end of the book.  

I wish to especially mention and thank 

Linda Dahl from Idaho, USA who has set 

up a website http://www.lindavdahl.com 

devoted to telling the story of those 

prisoners who were held in captivity in 

Japan at Omuta Camp 17. 

 

Modern day relations with Japan . In July 

2014, during a trade visit to Australia, 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe gave a 

special address to Federal Parliament, in 

English. In what ABC radio called ôan 

extraordinarily frank speechõ, Abe 

promi sed to never let the horrors of the 

past century repeat themselves.  

 

Abe:  I can find absolutely no words to 

say, Abe said, I can only stay humble 

against the evils and horrors of history. 

May I most humbly speak for Japan and 

one on behalf of the Japanese people here 

in sending my most sincere condolences 

towards the many souls who lost their lives 

... and for those who made it through the 

war, how much trauma did they feel, even 

years and years later from these painful 

memories. 

 

Not quite an official apology, for that 

would be a ôloss of faceõ for the Japanese, 

and still no mention of recompense, for 

example, from the rich Japanese 

industrialists like Baron Mitsui who 

profited from the prisoners being used and 

abused as slave labour in their coal mines 

and industrial facilities at Nagasaki and 

other places.  

  

There is some talk of Abe endorsing the 

1995 Murayama statement, which is the 

closest thing the Japanese have given to an 

apology for their actions in China and 

during the Pacific War, however the 

political r ight wing in Japan seem 

determined that any statement continues 

to be restricted to that of ôremorseõ. An 

unambiguous expression of regret and 

apology from Japan appears as far away as 

ever. 

 

The right-wing Prime Minister Tony 

Abbott has now been removed by his own 
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party, but questions remain about a 

possible ôhand-shake dealõ he may have 

done with Abe to build Japan ese 

submarines in Australia. 

 

 

 

Cartoonist Malcolm McGookinõs response to Abeõs 

visit to Australia 2014 (Brisbane Courier Mail) 

 

In an Appendix 18J, I have reproduced the 

views of others about the Yasukuni Shrine 

in Tokyo which is generally accepted as an 

unashamed celebration of Japanese 

militarism and revisionism, and has been 

visited by Abe. 

  

In writing this book I have tried to 

understand, through the stories of others, 

how my father survived his captivity, 

particularly the last dreadful period at 

Omuta Camp 17 near Nagasaki, Japan in 

1945.  

 

Lance Corporal Alan Herd: 

The working conditions (at Omuta Camp 17) were 
hell, being harder and hours longer than 
experienced on the Railway .... the sea poured in as 
the timber mine shaft supports cracked above your 
head .... the Japanese guards were worse and the 
Koreans more sadistic, with harshest discipline . 
Strange as it may be, where the Japanese could 
not break our spirits, it was Mother Nature who 
was the cruellest of all !  

 
 

I have concluded that survival was always 

hanging by a thread, and the thread that 

held it was the unwavering care and 

support that the Sappers gave each other 

through their adversity. I also think that 

Frankõs survival was due in part to his Irish 

stubbornness ð he wasnõt going to let the 

Japanese and Korean guards win . 

 

I wish I had heard his stories directly from 

him. 

 

The bright-eyed and excited service men 

and women who sailed out of Sydney 

Harbour on the troop ship Queen Mary in 

October 1940 could have had no idea 

what hardship and sacrifice lay ahead for 

them. Many would die in battle in North 

Africa, Syria and on Java, and many would 

be cast into captivity and cruel slavery in 

Asia for 3½ years. 

 

When I sit on the amazing Sydney Harbour 

foreshore at Watsons Bay, I often try to 

imagine the WW2 troop ships sailing 

down the harbour and out through the 

Heads, away to far-flung battlefields in 

foreign lands.   

 

I can only guess how those who survived 

might have felt, five long wea ry years 

later, sailing back up the harbour in 

October 1945, seeing the Sydney Harbour 

Bridge again, and docking at the Pyrmont 

wharves.  

 

 

HMS Speaker approaches Sydney Harbour Bridge on 

15 October 1945. Australian ex-POWs including 

Sapper Frank Scott stand on the bow of the flight 

deck, British sailors form up behind. 

 

The final insult, by the way, was that the 

docking of HMS Speaker that had brought 

Frank and his fellow Prisoners home from 

Japan, was delayed 36 hours in Sydney by 

the bastardry of communist-led waterside 

workers. (Colebatch, Australiaõs Secret 

War, 2014).  It seems that while Australiaõs 

soldiers, sailors, airmen and nurses where 

defending the Country, there was an 

enemy within.  
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So, on with the story. 

HOW THE PACIFIC WAR STARTED 

The volunteer Sappers of the 2/6
th
 Field 

company would have gone off to the 

Middle East on the Queen Mary with great 

zeal and enthusiasm, (òoff to help the old 

countryó as Bert Field says in his diary), 

and they would have been well satisfied 

with their perfor mance in that theatre of 

war, having contributed to the defeat of 

not only the fascist Vichy French but also 

the Axis Powers of Fascist Italy and Nazi 

Germany.  

 

Like most Australians, they would have 

had little idea of how the geopolitical 

situation was playing out, and of the fate 

that lay in store for them when Japan 

entered the War by attacking Australia and 

the Americans at Pearl Harbour. 

 

THE FALL OF SINGAPORE: AUSTRALIAõS 

GREATEST MILITARY DISASTER AND 

HOW IT BROKE THE BONDS OF EMPIRE 

 

British Forces Surrender to the Japanese 

The outbreak of the Pacific War between 

the Allies and Imperial Japan had, as in 

Europe, its beginnings in the aftermath of 

òThe Great Waró of 1914-18. 

 

Only 38 years before the outbreak of 

WW2, Australia was still part of the 

imperial British Empire, and imperial 

sentiments lingered on into the 1960s. 

 

So, in Australia in the 1930s, the bonds of 

Empire were still very strong and a residual 

loyalty to the ômother countryõ was still 

firmly established.  

 

Peter Ewerõs The Long Road to Changi 

(Harper Collins 2013) talks of how the 

British Governmentõs flawed strategy on 

fortress Singapore, together with the 

complicity of successive British-Empire 

leaning Australian Governments, led to 

resounding defeat of British and 

Commonwealth tr oops in 1942, and to  

Australiaõs greatest military disaster at the 

hands of the Imperial Japanese Army.  

 

I acknowledge that much of what is 

written in this section is referenced from 

that work; Ewerõs clarity of thought is 

refreshing.  

 

I thank my son Hamish for giving me 

Ewerõs book.  

 

Ewer: 

 

The road to Changi prison and the Burma 

railroad began with (British) bad planning, 

over-confident and underðqualified 

leaders, and a misunderstanding of 

modern warfare. The results were 

catastrophic ð not just a humiliating defeat 

and imprisonment, but also the pall cast 

over Australian soldiers, and the break in 

trust between Australia and England. 

 

 

Background to Japan initiating  War.      At 

the end of WW1, Australian Prime Minister 

WM ôBillyõ Hughes was concerned that the 

ôyellow hordes of Asiaõ (i.e. industrialized 

Japan) where a long-term threat to 

Australiaõs existence, and that the then 

League of Nations (forerunner to todayõs 

United Nations) threatened the then 

ôWhite Australiaõ policy.  

 

Hughes successfully pushed Japan to the 

margins of the international community, 

but there was one problem ð Japanõs 

burgeoning Navy. By 1918 Japan had giant 

new battleships under construction which 

promised to make obsolete much of the 

British battle fleet (with no new ships 

under construction). The United States was 

the only Country building new ships to 

meet the threat of Japan. 
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In order to try to contain international 

naval rivalries, the US picked up on an 

idea of a naval disarmament treaty which 

became the Washington Naval Treaty of 

1921. This basically involved the scrapping 

of old ships and a ban on building new 

ones. 

The result for Japan was that it was 

relegated by Treaty to owing a fleet 

smaller than both Britain and the USA. 

 

[Note: The British ôdominionsõ like 

Australia, Canada and New Zealand were 

included in the British quota, and the once 

pride of the Royal Australian Navy ð the 

battle cruiser HMAS Australia, just 11 years 

old ð was scuttled off Sydney Heads in 

1924 as part of Britainõs obligations under 

the Treaty. No wonder that the RAN and 

New Zealand questioned the value of 

being integrated into the British naval 

establishment.] 

 

 

HMAS AUSTRALIA, scuttled off Sydney Heads 1924, 

passing under the then under-construction Sydney 

Harbour Bridge (naval-history.net) 

 

The Japanese were now annoyed, and 

becoming more annoyed, on these two 

fronts; First on the League of Nations racial 

equality snub orchestrated by Billy Hughes, 

and secondly, on their right to build and 

operate a Navy to a size of their own 

choosing. 

 

Britain wanted to continue to maintain its 

global Empire, but, following the 

Washington Treaty, the Royal Navy had 

fewer ships with which to do this. It did 

not have the numbers to station a fleet in 

Asia, so decided that the next best thing 

was to build a naval base at Singapore for 

the purposes of supply and repair.  

As part of British strategy to fortify the 

base, big guns were placed at Singapore 

pointing out to sea, arguably to fight off 

any hostile navy attacks on the Island. 

 

Billy Hughes was delighted with the British 

naval base at Singapore and he told the 

Australian public: 

 

We must have a scheme of Empire defence in 

order to defend Australia. We cannot defend 

ourselves. We havenõt enough men or money. 

There is no-one who we can expect to rely on 

except Great Britainé. 

 

Hughes was replaced as Prime Minister by 

a leading empire loyalist, SM Bruce, an 

Australian who had chosen to serve in the 

British Army during WW1, and who 

followed Hughes in support for the 

Singapore base. The only dissenter at the 

time was the Australian Rear Admiral Percy 

Grant, who argued the obvious ð that 

Singapore was too far away to provide 

any protection for Australia.  

 

With the onset of the Great Depression in 

1929-30, things got worse: western powers 

put in place tariffs on imports in order to 

protect their own economies.  

 

This was the last straw for Japan, which 

relied heavily on income from 

manufactured exports. The insult of such 

western protectionism lead to the rise of 

aggressive militarism in Japan, and the 

plan for a ôGreater East Asia Co-Prosperity 

Sphereõ, with Japan at its head. 

 

Peter Brune  Descent into Hell: The 

Japanese plan to secure a large South East 

Asian empire was based upon an 

audacious and speedy naval dominance of 

the Western Pacific. In order to accomplish 

this task, the navy planned to deliver a 

crippling blow against the American fleet 

at Pearl Harbour and bomb Malaya and 

Singapore, the Philippines, Borneo, 

Sumatra and the Dutch East Indies. 
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The Japanese were concerned about the 

growing sense of nationalism in China and, 

according to Mitter (2013), òJapan ended 

up with a toxic situation where most of itsõ 

politicians, military and public had become 

infected with ôwar feverõ. ò 

 

 

The Japanese Invasion of Manchuria 

Source:  www.lyndenpacifictheater.wordpress.com/  

china-invasion/  

 

Ten years before the attack on Pearl 

Harbour, Japan commenced its aggression 

by invading Chinese Manchuria, and so, 

from 1931 the flag of the Rising Sun was on 

the march. 

 

The Japanese seized this region from China 

following  the ôMukden Incidentõ, staged by 

the Japanese Army, and established a 

puppet state in calling it Manchukuo.   

 

During that (and subsequent) invasions, the 

Imperial Japanese Army, under leaders 

such as the infamous General Matsui 

Iwane,  became synonymous with mass 

killing, looting, rape and arson, such as 

occurred after the Battle of Nanjing, where 

a claimed 300,000 Chinese were put to 

death.  

 

 

Chinese Soldiers present wreaths in 2013 during a 

75
th
 anniversary memorial ceremony at the 

Memorial Hall of the Victims in Nanjing Massacre  

(source: Xinhua/Shen Peng) 

 

To top this off, the Japanese occupiers 

destroyed much of the infrastructure 

(roads, railways etc) that the Chinese had 

built up in the early part of the 20
th
 

century as part of their development and 

modernisation.  

 

Japanõs barbarism in conquest continued 

right up until the end of WW2, and the 

antipathy to Japan that these atrocities 

generated continues to this day, and not 

only in China.   

 

Many people, including myself, find it 

paradoxical that the Japanese, who 

showed such a high degree of education, 

knowledge, artistic ability and industrial 

proficiency, also possessed an underlying 

barbarity and total disregard for basic 

human rights. They were racist to the 

extreme, showing contempt for Europeans 

and their (seen as) inferior Asian 

neighbours.  

 

Japanese aggression was bound up with 

the strong nationalistic fervour under the 

Showa Emperor (Hirohito)  who was seen 

as Arahitogami or ôa god who is humanõ. 

  

 

Hirohito/Emperor Showa  

(Wikipedia)  

 

http://www.lyndenpacifictheater.wordpress.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchukuo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arahitogami
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://lyndenpacifictheater.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/ija_forces_in_manchuria.jpg&imgrefurl=http://lyndenpacifictheater.wordpress.com/china-invasion/&h=593&w=709&tbnid=b5PfdkjUO6XClM:&zoom=1&docid=2nfMjmXUH_Nt3M&hl=en&ei=hISrVLz4H8HDmQXuzoDgCQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CC8QMygSMBI&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=3148&page=2&start=12&ndsp=12
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Hirohito_in_dress_uniform.jpg
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General Hideki Tojo, the highly decorated (literally) 
fascist, nationalist and militarist Prime Minister of 

Japan during WW2. Prior to his execution as a war 

criminal on 1948, Tojo apologised for the atrocities 

committed by the Japanese Military and urged the 

occupying Americans to show compassion towards 

the Japanese people. Some commentators consider 

that the Americans through General Macarthur 

deliberately worked to shift responsibility for the 

Pacific War from the Emperor Hirohito to Tojo, thus 

allowing the position of Emperor to remain as a 

stabilising force in post-war Japan.  (Wikipedia) 

 

 

THE JAPANESE THRUST  The map shows how, at 

the maximum extent of their conquests in mid-1942 

the Japanese occupied a vast territory. In the north 

they controlled Manchuria, northern China and a 

series of enclaves along the Chinese coast. All of 

South East Asia was occupied except Thailand which 

had limited sovereignty. Japanese power also 

extended east into the Pacific including the Mariana 

and Caroline Islands, and northern New Guinea. Its 

land advance was finally halted in Guadalcanal in 

the Solomon Islands between August 1942 and early 

1943. (Department of Veterans Affairs). 

 

 

In order to circumvent the Washington 

Treaty restrictions on naval power, the 

Japanese Government came up with an 

innovative strategy to substitute long range 

torpedo / medium bombers for battleships. 

These aircraft were the all-metal Mitsubishi 

G3M type, based on technology from the 

German firm Junkers, and they proved 

effective in not only sinking battleships 

(such as HMS Prince of Wales and HMS 

Repulse), but also in carrying out raids on 

Singapore.  

 

In Australia, the Chief of Army, General 

John Laverack, and Chief of the RAAF, Air 

Vice Marshall Richard Williams, who both 

had outstanding careers during WW1, put 

forward their professional view that the 

Singapore policy was bad strategy, and 

that Australiaõs defence should be 

organised on national, not imperial lines.  

 

They felt that Australia could and should 

defend itself by its own efforts. However, 

they could not persuade yet another new 

Prime Minister, Joe Lyons. 

 

The Lyons Government refused to grasp 

the change in world affairs caused by 

Hitlerõs seizure of power in 1933, and the 

fact that the Royal Navy would not be 

sailing anywhere other than to keep an eye 

on Hitler and the Ital ian dictator 

Mussolini. The British certainly had a very 

limited number of ships available to go to 

Singapore to counteract the increasing 

military adventures of Japan. 

 

Still, Lyons continued to ignore the advice 

of his defence professionals, and continued 

to try to sell Australiaõs commitment to 

imperial defence before the 1937 Federal 

Election: 

òI suggest the people should be made 

aware of Australiaõs position in the world 

as it is today, so as to bring them behind 

the Governmentõs sound defence policy   

é. That our integrity is dependent on our 

partnership with Great Britain.ó 

 

However New Zealand did not agree with 

the Australian Government. The Kiwis 

wanted to abandon imperial defence in 

favour of a local defence plan, based on 

the theory of substitution of aircraft for 

warships and army garrisons (much the 

same innovative strategy of the Japanese).  

 

The Kiwis wanted to return to Britain the 

warships staffed by Kiwi sailors, and put 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Hideki_Tojo.jpg
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the savings into building up the Royal New 

Zealand Air Force as a self defence unit. 

 

But, as with Australia, the British would 

not agree to New Zealandõs self-sufficiency 

ideas, because, in fact, it was Britain who 

was getting Pacific Defence on the cheap 

through its Dominions. 

 

So, nothing changed, and with the Armies 

of Fascism on the march in Europe, the 

British Fleet stayed at home; there were no 

warships in Singapore. As it turned out, it 

was not the confident Australian military 

planners like Laverack and Williams who 

would face the Japanese, but the flawed 

strategists of the Royal Navy.  

 

(Note: Laverack would go on to command 

the 7
th
 Australian Division in North Africa, 

then be put in charge, in an acting 

capacity, of all Commonwealth Forces in 

that region following the capture of the 

British General Neame by Rommelõs Africa 

Corps. 

 

John Laverack went on to become the 

Governor of Queensland 1946 ð 1957, and 

Laverack Army Barracks in Townsville is 

named in his honour.) 

 

About this time, the Commonwealth 

Aircraft Corporation was established under 

the industrialist Essington Lewis, but this 

potentially great venture, to build an 

independent Australian aircraft industry 

using modern American engines, was 

white -anted all the way by imperialists 

wanting to stick to outdated British 

technology. 

 

Things got worse when Lyons died in 

Office, and another empire man, Robert 

Menzies, became Prime Minister of 

Australia. The professional, experienced 

and competent Laverack was ousted as 

head of Army, and the more politically 

compliant General Thomas Blamey put in 

his place. 

 

The British kept on stringing Australia 

along that it was safe to send its forces 

overseas, without any guarantee that 

Britain would underwrite its Singapore 

strategy. 

 

 

 

So, without consulting Parliament, Menzies 

declared in a radio broadcast on 3
rd
 

September, 1939: 

 

"Fellow Australians,  

It is my melancholy duty to inform you 

officially that in consequence of a persistence 

by Germany in her invasion of Poland, Great 

Britain has declared war upon her and that, as 

a result, Australia is also at war.ó 

 

 

 

THIS THEN WAS THE CONTEXT IN 

WHICH THE SEVENTH AUSTRALIAN 

DIVISION, INCLUDING THE 2/6
th
 Field 

Company RAE, WAS RAISED TO GO TO 

WAR. 

 

On 15 September 1939, Menzies 

announced the formation of the Second 

Australian Imperial Force (AIF). This was 

an expeditionary force, which initially 

consisted of 20,000 men organised into an 

infantry division (the 6th Division) and 

auxiliary units. A further three AIF infantry 

divisions (the 7th Division , 8th Division 

and 9th Division) were raised in the first 

half of 1940 as well as a corps 

headquarters (I Corps) and numerous 

support and service units. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Australian_Imperial_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Australian_Imperial_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Expeditionary_warfare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/6th_Division_(Australia)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7th_Division_(Australia)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/8th_Division_(Australia)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/9th_Division_(Australia)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corps
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_Corps_(Australia)
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.diggerhistory.info/images/asstd3/ww2-newspaper.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.diggerhistory.info/pages-conflicts-periods/ww2/0-ww2-cat-index.htm&h=300&w=400&tbnid=W0QvHG3wUYRJLM:&zoom=1&docid=IRu7bzB_K72AtM&hl=en&ei=mklUVLfGN4GsmAXMsoL4Bw&tbm=isch&ved=0CBIQMygKMAo4yAE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=5047&page=14&start=207&ndsp=18
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Recruitment Poster 

All of these divisions and the majority of 

the support units were deployed overseas 

during 1940 and 1941.  

Personal Note: An AIF Armoured Division 

(the 1st Armoured Division) was also raised 

in early 1941 but only the 2/6
th
 Armoured 

Regiment saw overseas service, in Papua 

against the Japanese in late 1942( The Vital 

Factor: The history of the 2/6
th
 Armoured 

Regiment 1941-1946, Paul Handel). 

My much loved Uncle Bill (Sgt William 

Edgar Hazell, from Perth, Western 

Australia) was a member of the 2/10
th
 

Armored Regiment which was never 

posted overseas. Had his tanks gone onto 

active service, I am sure that they would 

have acquitted themselves to the highest 

standard. Uncle Bill and Aunt Beryl, with 

Judy and Stuart Hazell were at Sydney 

Airport  to see me off to Vietnam in August 

1969, and there to welcome me home 12 

months later. I valued and still remember 

that support. 

 

SGT William Edgar Hazell 

Royal Australian Armoured Corps 

 

Bill Hazellõs 2/10
th
 Australian Armoured Regiment 

training near Gunnedah NSW (Light Tank M3 Stuart) 

 

I have some personal connection to 

ôTankiesõ, and especially their brave 

RAEME vehicle mechanics, having spent 

time attached to them on Operations in 

Vietnam in 1969/70.  

 

Another Uncle, Dick Woolner, served as a 

Gunner, a very young reinforcement with 

the 6
th
 Division in the North Africa and  

Syrian Campaigns, then in Borneo. Anti 

Tank Regiments like his were vital in the 

Desert War. 

 

After the War, Dick took a Commission in 

his local CMF Battery in Sydney.  

 

 

Previous: Members of the 2/3
rd
 Anti Tank regiment, 

6
th
 Division, on leave in Jerusalem c. 1941. Gunner 

RA Woolner sixth from left in second row.  

 

My motherõs family also played a large 

part in the war effort. Four of the six 

Johnston girls from Nemingha signed up, 

with twins Mavis and Doris, and their 

sisters Hazel and Beryl joining the WAAAF 

(Womenõs Australian Auxiliary Air Force). 

Aunty Joy was married with a young child , 

and Aunt Marie was too young. Uncle Stan 

was a NSW Police officer in 1939 and was 

therefore in a protected occupation. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Armoured_Division_(Australia)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:AIF_(AWM_ARTV04333).jpg
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From top left (twins) Mavis and Doris Johnston, 

Hazel Johnston WAAAF, and Joy Davis with baby 

Graeme. 

 

 

 

Beb Johnston (2
nd

 from right) in a group of WAAAF 

girls at Tamworth early 1940õs. Looks like theyõve 

copped mess duties! 

 

My mother Mavis was a Corporal Cipher 

Clerk at RAAF unit RO4 at Albert Park in 

Melbourne, responsible for preparing and 

checking the all important codes and 

ciphers that protected military orders going 

north to the War in the Pacific.  All of the 

WAAAF ôgirlsõ were extremely proud of 

their contribution to the war effort . 

 

 

 

 

My maternal Grandfather Robert John 

ôBobõ Johnston b. 1887, set the example 

for military service in his family, and was a 

member of the Light Horse (Hunter River 

Lancers) ð a local militia ð in Tamworth . 

Had not he been severely injured and 

almost died during cavalry training, Bob 

Johnston might have been have been with 

the Light Horse at the battle of Beersheba 

during WW1. 

 

Informal portrait of Staff Sergeant William Harper 

Walker of Raymond Terrace, NSW. After service in 

the 16th Light Horse Regiment (Hunter River 

Lancers) before the war.   AWM  

  

I also acknowledge Julianneõs step-mother 

Shirley MacDonald (nee Cox, from Tingha 

NSW) who volunteered for service in the 

Australian Womenõs Army Service (AWAS) 

which existed from 1941 to 1947. 

 

 

 

Until that time there had been no women 

accepted by the Army except those in the 

Medical Services, and the potentialities of 

women in other trades and professions 

had not been utilised. (National Library of 

Australia).  

 

By the end of the War, the status and 

expectations of and for wom en, had risen 

greatly, and many married women,  

including Mavis Scott and Shirley 

MacDonald, went on expect to hold paid 

employment, a situation that was frowned 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://kingydesignhistory2012.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/awm-artv08046-recruiting-poster-for-the-waaaf.jpg&imgrefurl=http://kingydesignhistory2012.wordpress.com/2012/05/08/post-9-1939-world-war-ii-begins-monique/&h=380&w=450&tbnid=xAeqXH-EIkYymM:&zoom=1&docid=YGEKKkcFf2lTJM&hl=en&ei=9DqCVJjcFNeE8gW29YL4Cg&tbm=isch&ved=0CE8QMyhHMEc4ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1593&page=14&start=171&ndsp=15
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ww2places.qld.gov.au/images/content/awm-artv08045-australian-womens-army-service_awas.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ww2places.qld.gov.au/homefront/womeninthewar/&h=351&w=450&tbnid=JenxXoPKFV5DIM:&zoom=1&docid=zCo4yys6EU7PlM&hl=en&ei=WzqCVI2rOsSB8QXguoKQCQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CFAQMyghMCE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=6346&page=3&start=20&ndsp=14
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on before the War . Both were extremely 

proud members of the Ex-Servicewomenõs 

Association up until the time of their 

passing.  

They paved the way for women who 

proudly serve in the Australian Defence 

Force today. 

 

Most Australian families had members in 

the Services during WW2, and the Cox 

family was no exception. Shirleyõs brothers 

Max and Lester were both RAAF Flying 

Officers, Max being killed in 1944 in the 

UK during Lancaster bomber flying training 

with the RAF, and Lester flew Beaufighters 

in the Pacific War.  

 

 

 

 

RAAF Lancaster Bomber Crew in Britain (AWM)  

 

 

 

RAAF Bristol Beaufighter (AWM)  

 

Julianneõs Uncle Ronnie MacDonald served 

in the North African Campaign and was 

one of the ôRats of Tobrukõ. 

 

 

òGive me two Australian Divisions and I will 

conquer the Worldó Rommel to Adolf Hitler after 

the Battle of Tobruk (source: Wikiquote) 

 

Growing up in Tamworth NSW I had the 

pleasure to know the Dunn family, 

Newsagents, and developed a deep respect 

for Peterõs father Ron Dunn who served 

with the Ninth Australian Division in 

North Africa (including the Battle of El 

Alamein) and later in New Guinea at 

Milne Bay. 

 

I am particularly grateful that people like 

Ron Dunn (Assault Pioneers) and Maxine 

Dunnõs father Lloyd Metcalf (Field Artillery  

who dragged howitzers over the Kokoda 

Track) were able to fight on to victory in  

the place of those like my own father who 

were cast into captivity. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.christies.net.au/merchants/store9794/item_images/AA10431 - HAT BADGE RAAF WW2 BLACK-0.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.christies.net.au/item.mibiznez?id=7584&h=200&w=177&tbnid=sqLiFb04u0NXzM:&zoom=1&docid=jpRC00Pi66tlDM&itg=1&hl=en&ei=_QqrVIDCO4LxmAWllIGgCQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEIQMygcMBw&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1027&page=2&start=17&ndsp=15
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BEYOND ALL PRAISE ς A COMMENTARY ON THE 
MILITARY SERVICE OF CAPTAIN R.L. DUNN 
 

 
 
 
British General Bernard Montgomery to General 
Moreshead, Cmdr 9

th 
Australian Division 1942: 

 
άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ 
work that your division has done .......Your men are 
absolutely splendid and the part they have played 
ƛǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǇǊŀƛǎŜέ 
 
ά.ŜȅƻƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǇǊŀƛǎŜέΦ    ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ 
Montgomery not only sum up the performance of 
the  9th Australian Division at El Alamein in 1942, 
but also the courage, leadership and ability of the 
man who became known as among the bravest 
Diggers in the 2/3 Pioneer Battalion. 
 
That man was NX46688 Captain Ronald Leslie 
Dunn, M.I.D. (twice), recommended for the 
Military Cross, and an Officer in the Netherlands 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ hǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ hǊŀƴƎŜ bŀǎǎŀǳΦ He shared 
membership of this Dutch Order with a very small 
elite group of Australian soldiers including Field 
Marshall Sir Thomas Blamey GBE, KCB, CMG, DSO, 
ED. 
 
Ron Dunn, like many young Australians of the 
time, joined up in Melbourne in 1940, and soon 
found himself in North Africa as second in 
command of a Company of Assault Pioneers, 
whose dirty dangerous work included laying 
mines, breaching enemy minefields, neutralising 
enemy booby traps, and being in the first line of 
attack as infantry against the might of the German 
CƛŜƭŘ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ 9Ǌǿƛƴ wƻƳƳŜƭΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀ /ƻǊǇǎΦ 
 
The 9th Australian Division, by fate and 
circumstance, saw more combat duties than any 
other Division. Fighting the Grand Panzer Armee 
was not for the faint hearted; the Australians not 
only had to contend with Tiger Tanks and 88mm 
artillery guns, but also Luftwaffe aerial attacks. As 
part of the British Eighth Army, the Ninth 

Australian Division provided 10% of troop 
numbers, but took 22% of the casualties. 
 
Ron Dunn personally led many patrols into the 
desert against the Enemy in 1942, and was shot 
twice in this period, once in the head, and once in 
the leg. On one such patrol, only four of his 17 
men were not either killed or wounded, and Ron 
had to be carried back to his lines. His courage 
during this time was recognised by the British 8th 
Army with the award of a Mention in Dispatches. 
 
I had the opportunity, in about 1995 I think, to sit 
with Ron at his Mahoney Avenue home in West 
Tamworth, and ask him about El Alamein; I was 
particularly interested in the 2nd battle, where the 
Ninth Division broke through the German barrier 
minefield in the middle of the night, with Pioneers 
and Sappers leading the way through the barbed 
ǿƛǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 9Ǌǿƛƴ wƻƳƳŜƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ά5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ 
DŀǊŘŜƴέΦ 
 
!ǎ ƘŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘΣ wƻƴΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
thousand yard stare of soldiers who have had the 
surreal experience of combat. For a moment he 
was back there, and he talked, not in a 
vainglorious manner, but with the heartbreak of 
having to quickly bury one of his fallen Diggers in a 
shallow grave under a sheet of iron, then push on 
against the Enemy. 
 
After the German defeat in North Africa, the 2/3rd 
Pioneers returned to Australia before going on to 
New Guinea to fight an even more desperate 
Enemy, the Imperial Japanese Army. During his 
Pacific Campaign, Captain Ron Dunn was heavily 
involved in routing the Japanese at Milne Bay, and 
was awarded a second Mention in Dispatches, an 
ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǊŀǊŜ ŀǎ ƘŜƴΩǎ ǘŜŜǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 
Army. 
 
The recommendation for the award of the Military 
Cross demonstrated what a great leader and 
soldier he was. He was an inspiration to the men in 
his Battalion. The confusion at the end of WW2 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ wƻƴΩǎ MC recommendation becoming 
pushed aside and unacted upon, however he was 
promoted to the Field Rank of Major (Retired List) 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎ ŀǎ ŀ ōŜƭŀǘŜŘ όŀƴŘ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜύ 
gesture in recognition of his Gallantry. 
 
 
Peter Scott    November 2008 
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The Volunteers ðWhy Australians 

joined up for WW2  

Like most WW2 Diggers, Frank Scott never 

talked about why he ôjoined upõ. Sources 

such as the Australian War Memorial do 

however give an understanding of motives 

for enlistment. 

Reinforcing common culture was the 

powerful tradition of the (first) Australian 

Imperial Force of twenty years before. So 

high was the prestige of that volunteer 

army that a desire to qualify for 

membership of itsõ brotherhood and to 

march on Anzac Day was to some a strong 

motive for enlistment.  

 

Some men said that they enlisted to escape 

from uninteresting occupations, dull towns 

or suburbs, or domestic difficultiesñin fact, 

for adventure; and this motive, mixed with 

other feelings of duty and of desire for self-

enhancement, was undoubtedly powerful 

in a colonial community where men were 

often less firmly tied to home than in the 

old world, and were habitually on the 

alert for better opportunities in distant 

places. But the chronicler who follows 

these men through their training and 

campaigns must reach the conclusion that 

most of them were conscious of a 

peculiarly compelling duty towards the 

State and their fellow men. 

 

One of the new recruits (unable to define 

exactly why he himself had joined) 

questioned his companions but found all 

too shy or reserved to confess a serious 

reason for enlisting. 

 

Finally he decided: 

The men who joined the army 

(volunteered) were the type who stood up 

in trams and gave their seats to women. 

There are people who are constitutionally 

unable to resist when a call is made, or 

when they feel they are under some 

obligation. I doubt whether many of them 

could tell why they enlisted. The real cause 

was something deeper than they could 

fathom. We could not see ourselves as 

fitting the glowing words of Masefield 

about the Anzacs at Gallipoli, and, 

although we were born with a tradition to 

carry on, and were proud of it, we were 

only too ready to admit that we were a 

ragtime armyñthough woe betide the 

militia or the civi lian who suggested that. 

 

There was, I believe, a large body of men, 

perhaps the majority, who were adventurers at 

heart but common citizens by force of 

circumstanceñhow many of us are notñwho 

saw in this call a glorious combinationñthe life 

of an adventurer with the duties of a citizen. 

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL 

 

Lewis Frank Scott took the Oath of 

Enlistment in the Military Forces of the 

Commonwealth of Australia ôFor Special 

Forces raised for Service in Australia or 

Abroadõ on 15
th
 June 1940, and was 

allocated to Engineers with the number 

DX561. He was aged 33 years, gave his 

occupation as labourer and his address as 

Post Office, Darwin.  

Two days later he was found medically fit 

for service Class 1.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://dandycollectibles.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Rising Sun cd Front.jpg&imgrefurl=http://dandycollectibles.com/product-category/badges/1939-1945-ww-ii/&h=209&w=298&tbnid=Hw2kKBJGD_GnkM:&zoom=1&docid=TsRyOnpiuev-dM&hl=en&ei=GVNUVLPRAqPMmwWaloDIBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CGQQMyhcMFw4rAI&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=705&page=25&start=390&ndsp=10
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ENLISTMENT FORM 

 

James (Jimmy) Russell, a mate of Frankõs 

from Darwin , joined up with him, and as 

next in the recruitment line became 

DX562, Sapper James Russell.  

A short time later, the newly recruited  

DX561 and DX562 were on a Coastal 

Steamer (Ship No. 1) full of recruits 

heading from Darwin to Sydney  to the 

Army basic training camp at Ingleburn. 

This would be the first of their many 

journeys together by sea, but, of these two 

men, it would only be DX561 that would 

make the bittersweet return to Sydney 

Harbour on 15th October 1945. 

At the end of war, Sapper James Russell, 

like thousands of other Australian Soldiers, 

Sailors, Airmen and Nurses, would lie in 

foreign soil, in Jimmyõs case, Burma. 

****************  

At Ingleburn, Frank and Jimmy were to 

join the 2/6
th
 Field Company, Royal 

Australian Engineers, part of the newly 

raised 7
th
 Division of the Australian Army. 

They, along with the 2/4
th
 and 2/5

th
 Field 

Companies and the 2/2
nd

 Field Park 

Company became the combat Sappers of 

the 7
th
 Division. 

The 7th Division was an infantry  division,  

formed in February 1940 to serve in World 

War II , as part of the Second Australian 

Imperial Force (2nd AIF). As well as 

Infantry and Engineers, the structure of the 

Division also included Field and Anti-Tank 

Regiments of Artillery, Assault Pioneers, 

Machine Gun Battalions and Cavalry.   

The Division is sometimes known as "The 

Silent Seventh", due to a perception that its 

achievements were under- recognized in 

comparison to the other Australian 

divisions. The origin of this belief appears 

to be censorship of the part played by the 

7th Division in the fierce fighting in the 

1941 Syria-Lebanon campaign.  

The 7th Division, along with the 6th and 

9th Australian Divisions, served in both the 

Middle East and the South West Pacific 

Area. It was disbanded in 1946, following 

the end of the war.  

 

7
th
 Division Tactical and Vehicle Signs 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infantry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Division_(military)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Australian_Imperial_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Australian_Imperial_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria-Lebanon_campaign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/9th_Division_(Australia)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_East
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_West_Pacific_Area
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_West_Pacific_Area
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WHAT IS A SAPPER? 

Sappers, including combat engineers, are 

soldiers who perform  a variety of military 

engineering duties such as bridge-building, 

laying or clearing minefields, demolitions, 

field defences and general construction, as 

well as road and airfield construction and 

repair.  

They are also trained to serve as infantry 

soldiers in defensive and offensive 

operations. A sapper's duties are devoted 

to tasks involving facilitating movement of 

allied forces, and impeding those of 

enemies. 

A sapper, in the sense first used by the 

French military , was one who excavated 

trenches under defensive musket or 

artillery fire to advance a besieging army's 

position in relation to the works of an 

attacked fortification, which was referred 

to as sapping the enemy fortifications. 

This was achieved by digging what the 

French termed a sappe (derived from the 

archaic French word for spade). 

(Wikipedia)  

The title "Sapper" was conferred by Queen 

Victoria as a distinction because of the 

gallant assault operation carried out by 

British Engineers in the Crimean War. 

The Corps of Engineers is one of the 

combat arms of the Army. Officers and 

Soldiers are selected for allocation to the 

Corps on the basis of their knowledge, 

aptitude, ingenuity, and common sense, 

or, the ability to ôget the job doneõ.  

The Sappers of the three Field Companies 

of the 7
th
 Division included former 

construction workers, miners, tradesmen 

and bushmen, led by professional 

engineers and men with leadership and 

project management experience. These 

Sappers, like those who came before them 

and those who came after them, were 

more likely to be the type to exercise 

personal initiative, rather than blindly 

follow orders.  They were not ôspit and 

polish soldiersõ. 

The associated Sappers of the Field Park 

Company were responsible for the heavier 

Engineer stores/equipments - bridging etc. 

ð ready to be brought forward to the front 

line as required, but they were also pressed 

into service as field engineers when 

required. 

The Australian Engineers adopted the 

Royal Engineers practice of calling their 

private soldier rank "Sapper", but all ranks 

of the RAE are often called, and proudly 

refer to themselves as, sappers. 

RAE CORPS MOTTOS 

The following mottos are used within the 

Corps of Australian Engineers (Royal 

Australian Engineers from 1947): 

Facimus et Frangimus ð Latin for ôWe Make 

and we Breakõ.  This is the original motto of 

Australian Army Engineers adopted at 

Federation and appearing on the engineer hat 

badge up until 1947. This motto now only 

appears on the RAE Corps Cipher shown 

below. 

 

WW2 Hat Badge of  Australian Army Engineers  

with the inscription Facimus et Frangimus 

(Courtesy of Dawn Holden)  

 
RAE Corps Cipher 

Ubique    -      Latin for ôEverywhereó.  This 

motto was originally bestowed on Engineers 

and Artillery Gunners, and has remained, 

because at most times they serve as small 

detachments in support of other combat arms, 

and never as a whole unit. 

 
Honi Soit Qui Mal Y Pense ðôEvil to He who Evil 

Thinksõ - This motto which appears around the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combat_engineer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soldier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_engineering
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_engineering
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minefield
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sapping
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Private_(rank)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sapper
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=sCxCplnS5zxNZM&tbnid=721QiqtxS-BedM:&ved=0CAgQjRw4Cg&url=http://www.euxton.com/army/rae-vic.htm&ei=JKp1U8neNsOE8gXY8YKYBg&psig=AFQjCNGEBSnV82xRh1rW7Ddt2M3lnUukOA&ust=1400306596984170
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Garter, was bestowed on the Corps by King 

William IV in 1832 in recognition that both 

Sappers and Gunners where not entitled to 

carry Regimental Colours. It was bestowed on 

Australian Engineers in 1947 in recognition of 

service by the Corps during WWII. Source: RAE 

Assn of Western Australia.  

SOME WORDS WRITTEN ABOUT 

SAPPERS 

What is a Sapper? This versatile genius é 

condensing the whole system of Military 

Engineering and all that is useful and practical 

under one red jacket. He is a man of all work 

of the Army and the public . ð astronomer, 

geologist, draughtsman, artist, architect, 

traveler, explorer, antiquary, mechanic, diver, 

soldier and sailor, ready to do anything or go 

anywhere; in short, he is a Sapper.  

Captain TWJ Connolly, Historian, Royal 

Sappers and Miners, 1855. 

I have stated it plain, an' my argument's thus 

("It's all one," says the Sapper), 

There's only one Corps which is perfect -- that's 

us; 

An' they call us Her Majesty's Engineers, 

With the rank and pay of a Sapper! 

Excerpt from The Sapper by Rudyard Kipling 

b.1865 

 

We have had such an expenditure of Engineers 

that I can hardly wish for anybody, lest the 

same fate befall him as has befallen so many. 

Wellington  

 

The Sappers really need no tribute from me; 

their reward lies in the glory of their 

achievement. The more science intervenes in 

warfare, the more will be the need for 

engineers in field armies; in the late war there 

were never enough Sappers at any time. Their 

special tasks involved the upkeep and repair of 

communications; roads, bridges, railways, 

canals, mine sweeping. The Sappers rose to 

great heights in World War II and their 

contribution to victory was beyond all 

calculations. 

Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery, 1945 
 

Once again we are reminded that there comes 

a time in war when Sappers have to go in front 

to open up the way.  òFollow the Sapperó is a 

timeless cry. 

Brigadier ITD Gill, ROYAL engineers, 1995 

 

The esprit de corps of Australian Army 

Engineers is seldom exceeded by, and 

often envied by, other Corps. Frank and 

the 2/6
th
 Sappers firmly believed that any 

rank in Engineers is equal to one higher 

rank in any other Corps. 

 

Sappers, especially combat engineers, have 

immense pride in what they contribute and 

achieve in warfighting ; they especially 

revere and remember the sacrifice made 

on the battlefield by their fallen comrades 

and are ever mindful of the dreadful 

suffering and pain that falls on the families 

of the fallen. 

 

 
A modern day Sapper proudly shows his colours 

If you scratch the surface of any modern-

day combat engineer, you will find 

underneath the DNA of the Sappers of the 

Seventh Australian Division, passed on to 

the RAE Tunnel Rats who served in the 

Vietnam War, and the Sappers who have 

served in Afghanistan.  

 

INGLEBURN 1940 ð Initial military training  

Lindsay Peckõs ôSappers of the Silent 

Seventhõ ð- (published by the 7
th
 Division 

Engineers Assn, Sydney, 1979) records how 

the Army transformed an assorted bunch 

of civilians, by rigorous training, into 

soldiers and army engineers. Some found 

the experience traumatic and those who 

were found unsuitable were not sent on 

active service overseas. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=YtiEnXUJbar_5M&tbnid=bLKVM-TiwSndSM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.desitattoos.com/category/solid/page/4/&ei=PzsWVPHWNJXp8AWT8oKgCQ&bvm=bv.75097201,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFr8JTxZNtrCnC15_LMNCwkIL5J2Q&ust=1410829513859675
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Recruits for the Second AIF (AWM) 

SSS: They organised us into sections and 

allotted us huts for living purposes ð our 

bedding comprised straw filled palliasses placed 

on bare board flooring ð corrugated fibro roofs 

and unlined weatherboard walls. As winter set 

in with its freezing weather, and with no hot 

water for showering and shaving, almost 

everybody succumbed to the ôIngleburn 

throatõ, a famous malady of the times. We 

were an awkward raw bunch of blokes who 

had to be knocked into some semblance of 

soldiers. 

The following manning detail from the 

initial set-up of the 2/6
th
 Field Company 

(before all members had joined) shows the 

wide variety of job classifications required 

to run a unit of combat engineers.  

The OC Major John Calder and the 

Company Sergeant Major George Mullins 

(the senior non-commissioned officer) 

were professional pre-war soldiers, but the 

rest were volunteers. The 2 I/C Captain 

Macdonald was the owner of a private 

construction company who shut up shop 

to join the 2
nd

 AIF, and brought most of 

his employees along with him. Another of 

the Officers, Ray Watts, was an architect in 

civilian life. Lt. MJ Flynn, a civil engineer, 

was to join the Company later.  

Jobs allocated included a Transport 

Sergeant, Workshop Sergeant, clerks, 

cooks, blacksmiths, mechanics, painters, 

electricians, plumbers, draftsmen, 

surveyors, storemen, bricklayers, 

concreters, carpenters and joiners, a 

tinsmith, a waterman, drivers and 

motorcyclists, but otherwise a classification 

known as ôPioneers RAEõ covered most on 

the manning detail. Sappers Frank Scott 

and Jimmy Russell had not joined the 

Company at this stage, as they were still 

on the ship bringing them, with their 

bushman and powdermonkey skills, from 

Darwin.  No doubt they would have fitted 

into the ôPioneers RAEõ classification. 

 

Note.  All members of the Company, 

irrespective of rank or job allocation, were 

in fact (as identified by Robbie in TGIB) 

Combat Engineers. However this official 

classification did not occur until the 1990õs.  

 

Since then there are now established 

specialised Combat Engineer Regiments 

and Squadrons based in Darwin, Brisbane 

and Townsville, with the ôsuper sappersõ of 

the Special Operations Engineer Regiment 

based in Sydney at Holsworthy, not too 

far from the site of the old Ingleburn camp 

of the Seventh Division. 

 

 

The Initial HQ Manning Detail (Source: The 

Robertson Papers, courtesy Dawn Holden) 
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THE MARCH TO BATHURST 1940 

After about two months initial training at 

Ingleburn, the 7
th
 Division soldiers of all 

Corps were route-marched 130 miles 

(208km) over the Blue Mountains to 

Bathurst, for further field training prior to 

embarkation to the Middle East theatre of 

war. 

Credit: Alec Crisdale 

The Queanbeyan Age of 30 July 1940 reported 

a òspectacular march of about 6500 fully 

equipped troops of the 7
th
 Division from 

Ingleburn across the Blue Mountains to 

Bathurst by the Western Highway is planned 

for early August. It will be the biggest road 

movement ever undertaken in Australia. The 

march will be part of the training of the 7
th
 

Division Troops who are entering an advanced 

stage .... the men will be in full battle dress, 

with rifles, kit bags and packs  .... the men 

would l eave Ingleburn in units each of about 

1000.ó   

The ranks of the 2/6
th
 included a number 

of experienced bagpipers and drummers 

and, using donated instruments, the 

Company marched to Bathurst to the 

rousing skirl of the pipes. The band thus 

formed, went on to the Middle East, 

North Africa and Syria, then back to Java. 

With ty pical Sapper humour, they called 

themselves òThe Free Scotch Pipe Bandó. 

 

 

Photo: The òFree Scotchó Pipe Band. Source: 7
th
 

Division Engineers Association 

òTownsfolk gathered on route to shower these 

brave boys with cheers, gifts, places to sleep 

and eat, free movies and plenty of evening 

concerts and dinners.ó (Marie Klein2010) 

In post-war ANZAC Day marches in 

Sydney, the 7
th
 Division Engineers would 

always march to pipes and drums, never to 

a brass band.  

The RAE officially marches to the words 

and music of the well -known piperõs tune 

ôWingsõ. 

To hear this tune, go to the Youtube link 

below. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=zy7fr4Y2KB

Y  

 

 

(AWM P0245.001) 

Once at the Bathurst camp in the pretty 

hills of the Lime Kiln Road, the Company 

undertook more drill and route marches to 

improve their fitness and blend the men 

into a unit. They attended classes on 

military engineering, and then field 

practised the tasks of their new trade, 

including bridge and road build ing, and 

laying and removing land mines. (Marie 

Klein, UBD). 

After a weekõs pre-embarkation leave, the 

Sappers were ready to join the war against 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zy7fr4Y2KBY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zy7fr4Y2KBY
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://c1.staticflickr.com/9/8468/8088976394_e3f5d0638e_z.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.flickr.com/photos/88572252@N06/8088976394/&h=363&w=640&tbnid=fw_yJa0gPlEfWM:&zoom=1&docid=Y-uOeCQyArPKEM&itg=1&hl=en&ei=irJ2VKHGOqLPmwXrhoKoBg&tbm=isch&ved=0CCsQMygOMA4&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=578&page=2&start=12&ndsp=12
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the Axis forces in the Middle East and 

North Africa.  

It is at this stage that one of the Sappers, 

Bert Field, started a diary which he kept 

until the end of the war. Sapper Albert 

Edward Field had signed up giving his age 

as 37, so as to beat the 40 year old cut-off 

for soldier volunteers (he was actually 43). 

Bert was a former WW1 British Soldier in 

France and Belgium who, in 1914 as a 17 

year old stretcher bearer, was awarded the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal at Hill 60; In 

1917 he was awarded the Military Medal 

for his bravery, as well as the Mons 

Rosette. 

Bert was one of the Icons of the 2/6
th
. As 

an old Sapper myself, I am filled with pride 

to see old photos of him wearing, much 

against Army protocol, a brass collar dog 

of the flaming grenade on his shirt sleeve 

above his Sergeantõs stripes. In doing so he 

is proudly stating to all and sundry ð òI am 

a Sapper!ó 

The story of Bertõs war is told by his niece 

Maree Klein in her 2010 book Uncle Bertõs 

Second World War Diary. Mareeõs work 

has assisted me greatly, especially in 

establishing facts and a time line for the 

2/6
th
 movements up until their arrival in 

Changi. I thank the Klein family most 

sincerely for their great work.  

 

Note: When I quote from Mareeõs book I use 

the notation òUBDó to denote ôUncle Bertõs 

Diaryõ. 

 

 

 

10. OFF TO WAR ð THE MIDDLE 

EAST, NORTH AFRICA & SYRIA 

(Ship No.2) 

There is no better place to start this section 

than with Bert Fieldõs first two diary 

entries: 

UBD   Sat 19 October 1940 Left Bathurst camp 
5am. Departed Kelso railway station 7am. Boarded 
Queen Mary at 2.30 pm.  

Sun 20 October 1940   Sailed 10am from Sydney 
Harbour. Wonderful send off. 

Maree Klein notes: Sydney Harbour this sunny 

spring day looked its sparkling best ð bands 

played, residents cheered and waved from 

vantage points and from small boats as the 

imposing Queen Mary moved from her 

Neutral Bay anchorage down the harbour and 

out the H eads, her colourful bunting and 

streamers finally trailing into the sea. 

 

Sydney Heads on a sunny day. Looking South from 

North Head (NSW NPWS). A fine day to sail off to 

war. 

 

(AWM 004298 ) 20 October 1940 Sydney Harbour. 

Embarkation point H (Neutral Bay) The Queen 

Mary at anchor, about to transport Troops to the 

Middle East. 

 



41 | P a g e 
 

 

(AWM 00020473) The bow of the Queen Mary 

showing portholes on each deck 

 

(AWM 006029)  Sappers of the 7th Division arriving 

at Pyrmont for embarkation on the Queen Mary for 

the voyage to the Middle East 

 

(AWM 004 764)   Sappers of the 2/6
th
 Field 

Company RAE marching to the Ferry to be taken 

out to the Queen Mary at anchor in Sydney 

Harbour.   

 

 

(AWM 005542) Nursing sisters of the 2/6th 

Australian General Hospital boarding a ferry for 

transport to the troop transport 'Queen Mary' for 

embarkation prior to leaving for the Middle East.  

 

(AWM 005565) The Governor General of Australia, 

Lord Gowrie, accompanied by Matron J  Abbott 

inspecting nursing sisters of the 2/6th Australian 

General Hospital embarked on board the troop 

transport Queen Mary  

 

(AWM 006012)  Troops of the 7th Division 

gathered on the deck of the troop transport Queen 

Mary shortly before departure from Au stralia for the 

voyage to the Middle East.  
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(AWM 004299) The Queen Mary ready to leave 

Sydney Harbour for the Middle East. It will be 5 

years, if at all, before the passengers will see Sydney 

Harbour again. 

 

IN TRANSIT ð BOMBAY 

 

The Queen Mary (1936-1967) had been 

the largest and fastest luxury liner on the 

Atlantic run between America and Great 

Britain; she could outrun the dreaded 

German U-Boats and Hitler offered 

$US250,000 and the Iron Cross to any of 

his commanders who could sink her. 

 

In Sydney she was converted to a troop 

transport; the Officers occupied the 

luxurious 1
st
 Class areas, while the Other 

Ranks where crammed into airless cabins, 

some below the waterline where most 

suffered seasickness. (UBD) 

 

(AWM 004290) The Officers Lounge (literally) 

aboard the Queen Mary. 

 

 

(AWM 004788) Troops Quarters, Queen Mary. 

Probably mostly Engineers in this photo  (Purple 

Diamond colour patches) 

 

Recommendation: Get a Commission if you 

can!  

 

Earlier ship loads of Australian soldiers (the 

6
th
 Division) on the way to the Middle East 

transited through Colombo in Ceylon 

(now Sri Lanka). There they were given 

shore leave and caused mayhem among 

the local population. (Mark Johnston 

2013, Anzacs in the Middle East ð

Australian Soldiers, their allies and local 

people in World War 2).  

 

UBD tells us that the 2/6
th
 went via India, 

arriving at Bombay Monday 4
th
 Nov 1940, 

but didnõt berth until Thursday 7
th
 when 

they went ashore and marched 2 miles to 

Colaba Camp near the British Garrison 

Barracks.  

 

UBD: Fri 8 Nov 1940. Were paid fifteen rupee 

and went into Bombay on leave at 

4pm......saw some sights in Gharri, had two 

bottles of beer, bargained for goods in usual 

eastern style... 

The following Monday, the 2/6
th
 transferred to 

a Dutch ship the Slamat (Ship No. 3) , part of a 

large convoy going to Suez in Egypt. UBD 

reports òquarters less crowded than the Queen 

Maryó. 
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Photo: (AWM 303942) Dutch Passenger Vessel 

Slamat  en route to Suez. She was bombed and sunk 

a few months later as part of the Allied evacuation 

of Greece. 

 

The Slamat entered the Suez Canal on 23
rd
 

November, and on the following day 

reached El Kantara, 70 miles along the 

Canal, where the 2/6
th
 unloaded to 

waiting goods trains which would carry 

them on a tortuous overnight journey to 

their base camp at Quastina in Palestine. 

Bert Field notes òOur Mob very much 

angered by treatment of native boys by 

(Arab) policeó. 

 

(AWM 041437) Suez Canal, Egypt. A typical village 

scene  

 

For those interested in more detail about 

Australian Troops in the Middle East 

during WW2, I thoroughly recommend 

Mark Johnstonõs book. 

 

(AWM 023292) A goods train heads out across the 

desert from El Kantara. The railway was built  by 2
nd

 

Railway Construction Company RAE. 

 

QUASTINA was a holding camp, just 

outside of a Palestinian village of the same 

name (which was demolished about 1948 

as part of the establishment of the state of 

Israel). It was here that the 2/6
th
 spent 

Christmas Day 1940, before moving on to 

Haifa. 

 

Sir Archibald Wavell, the British 

Commander in Chief of forces in the 

Middle East had previously welcomed 

Australian troops on their arrival in 

Palestine, but said that wanted to speak 

ôfrankly and freelyõ to them. He spoke of 

the magnificent work of the Australian 

Light Horse during WW1, and of their 

great reputation as soldiers, which, he said, 

he was sure that the latest arrivals would 

maintain and increase. 

 

However, said Wavell, the WW1 Diggers 

also left behind a reputation of another 

kind, (according to him) a lack of restraint 

and discipline which, he said, he hoped 

that the latest arrivals would not wish to 

maintain but remove. Wavellõs talk was 

considered a lecture and did not go over 

well with the Australians.  

 

The 6
th
 Division had set a pattern for wild 

behaviour in Palestine, especially on leave, 

so Wavellõs fears were justified; Colonel 

George Vasey complained that after the 

Divisionõs first leave in Tel Aviv, about 500 
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troops went AWOL on the basis that 

ôdonning the slouch hat went with an 

expectation, even an obligation, to play 

up. (Johnston 2013) 

 

UBD:  

Wednesday 25
th
 December 1940 Christmas Day 

Off guard at 7am. Visited beer garden in 

morning, spread eagled, back to bounteous 

dinner of turkey, pork, veg and Christmas 

pudding also a bottle of beer per man. Spent a 

very nice Christmas and listened to the 

Palestinian Orchestra in the evening. Received 

a (Australian Comforts Fund) Xmas hamper. 

 

 

HAIFA. At the end of December the 2/6
th
 

started a fortnightõs intensive bridge 

building school at Haifa, on the coast 

north of Gaza, and not too far from 

Nazareth. Their bridge building skills 

would later prove vital, especially during 

the Syrian campaign at the Litani and 

Damour Rivers. 

The sappers had to learn quickly .... to 

build and dismantle, in daylight and at 

night, all sorts of bridges .... prefabricated 

steel, cable suspension, timber, pontoon 

and folding boat bridges .... until they 

could do it bli ndfolded  (UBD).They then 

returned to Quastina to await further 

orders. 

 

Photo: Building a pontoon bridge  (AWM 000826)  

(this photo in Australia) 

 

INTO THE THICK OF THINGS ð THE 

NORTH AFRICAN DESERT WAR 

The war in North Africa against the fascist 

dictator Mussoliniõs Italian Army was now 

on, and more Engineers were needed for 

the Allied push. 

BACKGROUND.   

Egypt in 1882 became a de facto British colony. This 

remained until 1922, when Britain gave Egypt its 

independence. However, British troops had the right 

to stay in Egypt to protect the Suez Canal from any 

invasion, and this enabled Britain to continue 

dominating Egypt's political life and to interfere in 

every aspect of Egyptian life until they were finally 

ousted in 1952. 

 

But in 1940, the British troops were supreme in 

Egypt. Since the British knew very well the 

importance of Egypt and its geographical 

significance, the British army moved the 

headquarters of their Mediterranean fleet from 

Malta to Alexandria in North Egypt in the 1930s. 

 

Italian Dictator Benito Mussolini 

At the beginning of World War II there was no 

Rommel in Egypt, and only the Italians in Libya. 

Mussolini had, so far in the war, thoroughly 

embarrassed himself, and he was looking for both a 

way to improve his image with the Germans and to 

find a way to get a larger slice of territory as the 

spoils of war. Therefore, he ordered his supreme 

commander in Libya, Marshal Rodolfo Graziani, to 

attack the British in Egypt. On paper, it should have 

been a sure thing. His army of 250,000 faced a 

British force* of barely 30,000. Italy fielded 400 guns 

to the British 150, and he had 190 fighter aircraft to 

the British 48. Furthermore, only 150 British tanks 

faced 300 Italian tanks. This is why Mussolini wrote 

to him saying, "It is not a question of aiming for 

Alexandria or even Sollum, I am only asking you to 

attack the British forces facing you". 

In all fairness to our Italian friends, and as most 

people already realize, many of the Italian people 

during World War II were as much victims of their 

government as were the enemies of Mussolini. It is 

true that, in North Africa at least, they did poorly in 

battle, but they did po orly because they had not the 

http://www.touregypt.net/alexandria/
http://www.touregypt.net/sallum.htm
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equipment or the leadership to do otherwise. It 

should be noted that, while the most decisive battle 

to take place in North Africa was fought at El-

Alamein, most of the early fighting actually took 

place in Libya, though after Italy attempted to 

invade Egypt. Source: 

www.touregypt.net/featurestories  

*At the time the Australian Army was seen as part 

of, and was integrated into , the command structure 

of, British Commonwealth forces 

 
 
A great informal photograph of Major General John 

Laverack, Commander, 7
th
 Australian Division, 

North Africa. Laverack would later ôgo into batõ for 

the 7
th
 Division troops put ashore on Java. He was a 

soldiersõ soldier. 

 

On 17
th
 January 1941 the 2/6

th
 was on the 

move, in the vanguard of the 7
th
 Division, 

down through Gaza and Beersheba and 

across the Sinai Desert and via punt over 

the Suez Canal again to Ismailia in Egypt . 

 

Source: www.combinedrops.com 

 

 

Source: desertwar.net 

 

UBD: Enemy bomber dropped bombs close.... 

machine gunned our Field Park (heavy stores). 

Lt Hall hit.  

 

The next day they went up to Alexandria 

on the Mediterranean coast. 

 

UBD: Passed through Cairo, halting near foot 

of Pyramids for road-side lunch ....natives 

much more sociable than in Palestine.... passed 

herds of camels and hundreds of planes parked 

in open.... blinding dust storm blew up and 

buried equipment.... worst weather conditions 

ever experienced. 

 

 

Pyramids near Cairo (AWM 030005/01) 

 

After being trained how to use gas masks 

and avoid enemy dive bombers (Stukas), 

the Company proceeded west along the 

Mediterranean on a good road to the 

British fortress at Mersa Matruh. 

 

 

http://www.touregypt.net/alameintop.htm
http://www.touregypt.net/alameintop.htm
http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories
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Previous photo: A German Junkers Ju87 Stuka dive 

bomber attacking a British supply depot near 

Tobruk, Libya, in October of 1941. (AP Photo). A 

Stuka such as this attempted to strafe a 2/6
th
 

despatch rider Sapper Frank Scott on his motorcycle 

in the nor th African desert. 

 

UBD: Westward travel continued on bad 

roads through blinding dust to Sidi Barrani 

and Bardia, where an Allied attack 

(including the Australian 6
th
 Division) on 

15
th
 February resulted in 40,000 Italian 

Troops being captured.  

 

 PHOTO: (AWM 005858) 1941-02. TOBRUK - "IT IS NOT 

THAT YOU HAVE COME HERE TO CAPTURE THIS 

DESOLATE LAND BUT YOU HAVE PLAYED A GLORIOUS 

PART IN HELPING TO SMASH THE ITALIAN EMPIRE" - 

SAID MR. MENZIES DURING AN ADDRESS TO THESE 

MEN OF THE 1ST ANTI TANK COY. (NEGATIVE BY 

DAMIEN PARER). 

UBD: 25th  January.... into Tobruk (previously 

an Italian fortress) ... very little damage.... 

spend evening on the scrounge.... cognac in 

abundance, also food of all descriptions. 

 

The Engineers then started work clearing 

the dockside and repairing wharves. 

 

Tobruk was particularly important as the safest 

port in 1600 km of coastline; whoever 

controlled it controlled supply through this 

area if the Mediterranean. Captured by the 

Allies in just two days of hard fighting with the  

surrender of 25,000 men by 22 January (The 
Australians had 400 killed, wounded and 
captured), its useful harbour was now available 

to serve our advancing Army. 

 

Happily the Italians had done little to demolish 

the port equipment, even the power station 

was working, with coal stored for use. By 27
th
, 

(thanks to the work of the 2/6
th
 Engineers) the 

first Allied ship was able to unload stores, and 

two days later four ships simultaneously could 

unload.       Gavin Long, The Six Years War 

(1973) 

Of course, more was to come for Tobruk, 

with the ôRats of Tobrukõ etching their 

name into Australian military history 

during the Siege of Tobruk (and 

subsequent forays into the desert to 

destroy German forces led by General 

Erwin Rommel) from April to November 

1941.  

The Rats consisted of consisted of the 9th 

Australian Division (20th, 24th, and 26th 

Brigades), the 18th Brigade of the 7th 

Australian Division, four regiments of 

British artillery and some Indian troops. 

But for the Sappers of the 2/6
th
, Tobruk 

still held challenges. Frequent German air 

raids occurred, and magnetic naval mines 

were dropped into and just outside the 

harbour. 

Burning Ships. The Sappers of the 2/6
th
 

were put to work as stevedores, unloading 

ammunition and drums of petroleum from 

ships in Tobruk Harbour, enduring air-raids 

and sand storms and exploding naval 

mines. 

UBD: Saturday 8
th
 February Went aboard 

(ship) Rodi to unload ammunition é. Out of 

the corner of my eye I caught sight of a terrific 

explosion é the (ship) Adinda was coming in 

with a load of é 200,000 gallons of petrol é. 

struck a magnetic mine and in an instant was a 

blazing furnace forward and the harbour was a 

sheet of fire. 

é. The Adinda hit the Rodi amidships and our 

deck was soon ablaze é. The second officer 

told us to take to the boats é. several of our 

chaps were in the water drifting towards the 

burning, floating oil é. There was a danger of 

the ammo going up. 

Sapper Frank Scott was one of those in the 

water; the only way for him to escape the 

fire on blazing deck had been to take the 

long jump into the blazing Tobruk 

harbour. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/9th_Australian_Division
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/9th_Australian_Division
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7th_Australian_Division
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7th_Australian_Division
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PM visits Tobruk ð sees the ships on fire 

(AWM 005853) 1941-02. TOBRUK HARBOUR - THE 

PRIME MINISTER, MR. MENZIES SECURES A"HOT SHOT" 

WHEN A DRAMATIC SUBJECT WAS PRESENTED TO HIS 

CAMERA IN THE FORM OF A FIRE ABOARD AN OIL 

TANKER. (NEGATIVE BY D. PARER). 

As a result of their brave actions in saving 

lives during this incident at Tobruk, two 

members of the 2/6
th
, Corporal Wally 

Bowman and Sapper Jack Gleaves, were 

awarded the George Medal (see photos of 

later medal presentation by General 

Blamey). 

ON TO BENGHAZI 

After success at Tobruk, the Allied forces 

pushed on west to Benghazi, and the 2/6
th
 

went along to provide Engineer close 

support to the Infantry Brigades. After 

about five weeks of garrison duties and 

training in bomb disposal and mine 

warfare, the Company handed over to the 

2/5
th
 Field Company RAE, and headed 

back east, back towards Mersa Matruh. 

It was at Benghazi, according to his service 

record, that Sapper Scott, LF, first went 

AWOL, from  1300 hours 1.3.41 to 10000 

hrs 2.3.41. For this he was awarded a 

punishment of 1 day confined to barracks 

(CB) and 1 dayõs loss of pay.  

 

 

 

GERMANY ENTERS THE DESERT WAR.  

 

German General Erwin Rommel with the 15th 

Panzer Division between Tobruk and Sidi Omar. 

Photo taken in Libya, in 1941. (NARA) 

The 2/5
th
 Engineers had a tough time of it 

fending off the determined German 

advance guard from entering Benghazi by 

laying mine fields and blowing up any 

water points, bridges, aerodromes and 

other services that could aid the enemy. 

This vital rear guard action allowed their 

comrades to withdraw in haste, often in 

complete darkness, across the desert 

wastes, in what became known as the 

Benghazi Derby, in which many soldiers 

were killed or captured. 

Back to the 2/6
th
. After four days on rough 

roads through the desert, they arrived at 

Mersa Matruh. On the way they stopped 

at Derna, where UBD says: ...pitched camp 

on the coast.... had a swim in the 

Mediterranean and was it good! 

 

Sergeants of the 2/6
th 

Field Company RAE in the 

North African Desert.  Bert Field far left  
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Mersa Matruh. The Company spent the 

next six weeks here and dug in, awaiting 

further orders. Blinding sand storms were 

frequent. 

Their tasks at Matruh included building 

defence posts, erecting barbed wire, 

assembling mines, laying minefields, and 

building and maintaining tank traps, all as 

defences against Rommelõs advancing 

Africa Corps. It was at Matruh in early 

April that Sapper Scott, LF was again up 

before the OC,  this time  on a charge of  

òconduct to the prejudice of good order 

and military disciplineõ, a good old catch-

all that could have been for anything, but 

was probably for reacting to some 

perceived injustice to his Irish-born 

persona. Fined £1 and 3 days CB.  

 

WESTERN DESERT, EGYPT. 1942-07-18. CONSTRUCTION 

OF TANK TRAP ON THE MERSA MATRUH-ALEXANDRIA 

ROAD IN ORDER TO OBSTRUCT USE OF THE ROAD BY 

ENEMY FORCES, A CONCRETE CAUSEWAY IS MADE 

WITH HOLES PROVIDEDINTO WHICH STEEL OR 

CONCRETE STUMPS ARE PLACED WHEN ENEMY 

PENETRATION IS IMMINENT.  (AWM)  

Shattering News: Mine Incident. Laying 

and activating mine fields is always a 

highly dangerous task, and at Mersa 

Matruh a Section of the 2/6
th
, including 

Frank Scott was involved in a mine laying 

incident caused by accidental discharge of 

one of the mines.  

UBD:   Sat 19 April 1941. Mersa Matruh. 

Assembling and laying mines. Jack Daniel, 

McLure, and Lafferty killed. Maloney, Leslie, 

Holland, Burns and King wounded the latter 

three badly. At 5pm buried the three killed . 

Sun 20 April 1941. Burns died at midnight.... 

Assembled mines and experimented with same 

as to distance etc.... Burnsõ funeral at 5pm. 

UBD: Monday 21 April 1941. In charge of party 

laying mines. Experiments have shown that the 

large casualties on Saturday were caused 

through accidental discharge of one mine laid 

on a rock formation;  the blast evidently flew 

along a fissure in the rock, thereby jumping 

adjacent mines to the number of 80 or 90 

mines. Now placed further apart and more 

care exercised. 

The Sappers killed at Matruh lie at the El 

Alamein War Cemetery, Libya. 

SAPPER 

JOHN DANIEL  

NX22992 

SERVICE AUSTRALIAN ARMY  

DATE OF BIRTH  31 AUGUST 1914 

PLACE OF BIRTH  BUNGENDORE, NSW 

NEXT OF KIN  DANIEL, LILIAN  

DATE OF DEATH  19 APRIL 1941 

POSTING ON DEATH 2/6 FIELD COMPANY 

 

SAPPER 

IRVINE BERNARD MCCLU RE  

NX23150 

SERVICE AUSTRALIAN ARMY  

DATE OF BIRTH  19 JULY 1914 

PLACE OF BIRTH  NEWCASTLE, NSW 

NEXT OF KIN  MCCLURE, JOHN 

DATE OF DEATH  19 APRIL 1941 

POSTING ON DEATH 2/6 FIELD COMPANY 

 

SAPPER 

PAT LAFFERTY  

NX26814 

SERVICE AUSTRALIAN ARMY  

DATE OF BIRTH  7 JANUARY 1906 

PLACE OF BIRTH  DONEGAL, IRELAND 

NEXT OF KIN  LAFFERTY, JOHN 

DATE OF DEATH  19 APRIL 1941 

POSTING ON DEATH 2/6 FIELD COMPANY 

 

SAPPER 

JONATHAN MATTHEW RUB IN BURNS  

NX25045 

SERVICE AUSTRALIAN ARMY  

DATE OF BIRTH  23 MAY 1900 

PLACE OF BIRTH  ADELONG, NSW 

NEXT OF KIN  BURNS, ELSIE 

DATE OF DEATH  19 APRIL 1941 

POSTING ON DEATH 2/6 FIELD COMPANY 
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Previous photo: The El Alamein War Cemetery 

contains the graves of over 7,000 Commonwealth 

troops who died at all stages of the North African 

campaign and whose bodies were brought in from 

surrounding areas (CWGC) 

The survivors of the mine incident were 

sent on five days leave to Alexandria. 

FRANK AS A DESPATCH RIDER. It may 

have been after the mine incident that 

Frank answered a call for experienced 

motor bike riders to become Despatch 

Riders, or ôDon Rõs. With his teenage 

motorcycle riding and repair experience in 

England, he was ideal for that job, and 

seemed to have kept this role until his unit 

left for the Batavia. Perhaps the OC could 

also see that this was a job that might keep 

his recalcitrant Sapper Scott, LF out of 

trouble. 

Once, while riding his BSA motorcycle 

across the North African desert, Frank was 

attacked by a strafing Luftwaffe Stuka, but 

was able to ride off the road and into 

roadside cover to avoid being hit. Another 

case of the luck of the Irish. 

 

Front of photo: Despatch rider on BSA motorcycle 

Egypt 1940 (Source: Department of Veterans Affairs 

Australians at War Film Archive No. 1847)   Frank 

Scott would have looked very much like this. 

 

Work continued for the Sappers at Mersa 

Matruh with the building of a new 7
th
 Div. 

HQ in a mineshaft, as well as gun pits for 

the Artillery.  

During this time they experienced the 

worst desert sandstorms ever. Bert Field 

wrote é. Instead of sand or dust, it 

seemed to be gravel being hurled through 

the air é. Kerosene tins hurled over our 

dugout like galloping cavalry é. Tuesdayõs 

storm was a baby compared to todayõs é. 

We saw the phenomenon of a huge wall 

of dark red sand é. Set against the clear 

vista of the sea é. coming towards us. 

The Diggers became so sick and tired of 

the sandstorms that one of them, Sapper 

DG Black, 2/3
rd

 Field Company, wi th 

thoughts of home, was moved to write a 

Poem on the back of a local street sign. 

This item (photo below) is now in the 

Australian War Memorial in Canberra. 

 

Enameled steel sign with a white face and blue 

reverse, hand painted in black with a poem and 

image of an Australian soldier seated on a box. In a 

cloud shaped 'vision' by the soldier's head is a 

portrayal of an Australian rural scene (AWM)  

The poem reads: 

Oh, give me a land thatõs not covered with sand 

Oh, give me the land that bore me  


